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reat sin of General Jackson, in the estimation || 
of many men in the United States, was his hav- 
ing beaten & British army with an inferior force. 
These remarks might seem rather harsh, but he 
firmly believed what he said; and if any man 
thought the shoe fit him, he was at liberty to put | 
iton and wear it. , 

He would not, in this briefaddress, attempt to 
recapitulate the services of General Jackson in| 
the trying and difficult circumstances in which | 
he was placed; but he was convinced, from all | 
that he had been able to learn of the history of || 
the times, that no man short of General Jackson 
then breathing, could have successfully defended | 
the city; and why? Because he was the only || 
man that was willing to incur sufficient respons- || 
ibility to meet the dangers he had to encounter; || 
the only man willing to risk the sacrifice of self || 
for the sake of saving hiscountry. He took the | 
responsibility on himself then, as he has done on || 
other occasions; and what was remarkable, he | 
never did so but the hearts of the American peo- 

le warmed to him for it, knowing that that re- 
sponsibility was incurred to protect them from || 
external and internal enemies. Well, he took the || 
responsibility, and declared martial law. When 
he found a judge—an English judge—instead of 
aiding in the defense of the city, aiding and abet- 
ting mutiny in his camp; when he found this 
man assisting the treasonable and disaffected in | 


' 
! 
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' 
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their endeavors to entice away his men and leave || 
the city open to an exasperated and cruel enemy, 
he took the responsibility of ** shopping him;” || 
and when he had shopped him, he very politely | 
put him out of his lines, and told him to keep || 
out. But the gentleman from New York (Mr. || 
Barwarp] said that the judge had two maiden || 
sisters in the city. Then, if he had sisters, or a || 
father, or a mother in the city, what was his || 
duty? Was it to attempt to break up the camp 
of the defending army? or to assist in defending 
it against a brutal soldiery, whose motto was 
“beauty and booty?’’ To tell this was to make 
the man’s character worse than he had supposed || 
ittobe. He had hoped that the man aned eali- 
tary and alone, without any of those endearing || 
ties which bind the patriot to his home, and in- || 
duce him to shed his blood in its defense; but he | 
learned to-day, for the first time, that the judge j 
had those sacred obligations of defenseless kin- | 
dred claiming his support, and that he basely de- | 
serted them, thus rendering his character blacker 
than it was before. General Jackson, however, | 
did not string him up, as he ought to have done, || 
in justice to the country and as an example to all 
traitors; but he simply sent him out of his lines 
to prevent him from doing further harm. After 
the jadge had returned to the city, what a con- || 
trast did his reception present to that of General || 
Jackson! 

The gentleman from New York says that Gen- 
eral Jackson was hailed by all classes as the 
savior of the city; but in what light was this Dom- || 
iniek A. Hall viewed? The ladies, whom he had 
deserted in the hour of danger, would not dance || 
with him; and while General Jackson was the || 
lion of the day, he was sneaking about unnoticed, || 
and scorned by every lover of his country. There || 
was the secret of his vindictive feelings against | 
the victorious general. To talk about preserving | 
the dignity of the laws! Look at him when he 

i got the general into his court, and was about 
'o inflict his judgment, and say if he showed dig- |, 
nity there. While the general was surrounded |. 
bya crowd of friends and grateful admirers, with |} 
the brave volunteers who had served under him, 
the cowardly creature was so alarmed at the in- 
ignation his arbitrary and tyrannical proceed- 
ngs had excited, that he was about to make his || 
escape from the back door, when he was reassured 
iy the general, and told that the same arm that 

ad defended the city would defend him; and that 

might, without fear, proceed todohisduty. To 
cap the climax, the creature was so frightened, 
that, in fact, he never did pronounce the sentence 
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judiciary with a vengeance! He would not, how- 
ever, argue that question. It was enough for him 
|to know that this money, thus unjustly taken 
|, from General Jackson, had laid cankering and 
|| rusting in the Treasury, and that the American 


people had demanded that it should be restored. 


| As to this amendment to give it to General Jack- 


son as a gratuity, declaring at the same time that 


| no censure was cast on the judge, he would ap- 
peal to every man in America to know what that || 
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| civil authority, and without a murmur paid the 


fine that was imposed on him. 

They who had won glory for the country— 
those who had done service for the country, and 
had done it from the high impulse of patriotism, 
feeling that when they had done it they had but 
done their duty, also felt that they had thereby 


|| earned the reward which was due to elevated and 


was done for. They all knew that General Jack- | 


son would never touch the money on such terms, 
and that his friends would never consent to pass 
a bill with such an unjust and untrue proviso to 
it. Did they not all know that the Senate had al- 


ready passed just such a bill as was then before the | 


House? For what purpose, then, wasthis amend- || glory might cover the shoulders of some third 


ment to be tacked to it, if it was not for the pur- 


distinguished patriotism. But that glory, what- 
ever it was, was a common glory, belonging to 
no one party, as had been observed by one gen-- 
tleman, and could not be divided. It was true 
that General Jackson’s fame and his influence had 


|| been felt in this country; but why, at this hour 


pose of defeating the measure by indirect means? | 


After passing a handsome eulogium on the merits 


and services of General Jackson, Mr. K. said that | 


he would vote for the bill as it was introduced to 


the House; but if any member would offer an | 
amendment, saying that the fine was unjustly im- | 


posed, he would be better pleased with it. 


lieved that every one who voted for it, would vote 
He was willing to meet the 
responsibility ta the American people; for he be- 
lieved that there was not one man in a hundred 
who was not convinced that the judge acted ina 
tyrannical and arbitrary manner, and that the fine 


was unjustly and illegally imposed. 


Mr. GRIDER said he was pleased to hear one || 


gentleman make the remark that this was nota 
party question, though he feared that party was 
the great moving consideration which had intro- 
duced this bill to the House. For one, he pro- 


| fessed, with the gentleman on his right, not to be 
|| governed by party considerations, but by a sense | 
|| of duty to himself and to his constituents, and 


should give his vote accordingly. Gentlemen had 
professed that this proposition was intended to 
operate on no individual, but simply to refund to 
the hero of the Hermitage the amount of the fine 
If that was the solitary prop- 
osition, if the arguments of gentlemen did not go 
further, he felt confident that there was no one 
in the Hall that would say a word against it; but 
if there were other propositions, he asked if it 


| was to be expected that the bill should pass with 


the unanimous consent of the House. 
heard the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


C. J. Incersoxx,] who introduced this bill, give. |) 
|| his views on retrenchment and reform, an early 
| adjournment, and administrative economy in the 


departments of the Government. Now, how was 
he to understand the gentleman who talked in 
this way, and then introduced matter for the de- 
liberations of Congress that had passed away 


in the history of the couftry? If they came here || 
to legislate for the country, for the advancement, | 


sustenance, and continuance of this Government, 
must they go back a quarter of a century to find 


subject-matter for legislation? This was not ac- |) 


cording to his notions of the principles of econ- 
omy, retrenchment, and reform. The past his- 
tory of the nation could not be changed by the 


| judgment of this House; and the effects to be pro- 


duced by the passage of this bill would prove a 
disappointment to the gentleman who introduced 
it. The people of this country were not to be 
taken by storm, nor governed by impulses. They 
were a calculating people, and formed their judg- 
ments from propriety or impropriety, and in ref- 
erence to the good of the country. He did not 
believe that, if Congress ordered the restoration 
of this money, General Jackson would receive it. 


| Then why legislate on the subject? Did Gen- 


eral Jackson want the money, or had he asked 
for it? Not at all; but if this fine was refunded, 
it would take from General Jackson the brightest 
part of his fame, and the greatest glory he had 
acquired; for the greatest glory of General Jack- 
son was, that when surrounded by a victorious 


7" preserving thé dignity of the |! soldiery, he submitted to the supremacy of the 


If he | 
| did not believe that the fine was imposed unjustly, | 
| he would not vote for the bill at all; and he be- || 


almost of his retirement from this world, wake 
up this question? Was it that the manile of his 


erson? Was it thatan influence might be created 
in support of a candidate for the popular favor, 
for the highest office known in the world? 

But all this had nothing to do with the true 
question before the House. And what was that 
question? It was, whether they would adhere 
to the exercise of the writ of habeas corpus, or 
whether that constitutional and individual privi- 
lege should be surrendered. For the surrender of 
that invaluable right, he never could give his vote, 


|| It was a question of the supremacy of the law, 
and it was not simply a compliment to a distin- 


guished individual. One gentleman had asked, 


‘| in his argument, that this bill should be passed 


not only for the purpose of refunding the fine to 
General Tackenknel only as a compliment, and 
a just compliment (as that gentleman contended) 
to General Jackson for his great battle of New 
Orleans, but for his political triumphs; yes, for 
his political triumphs. And yet gentlemen told 
them this was no party question, as in fact itought 


|| not to be, Some gentlemen found some difficulty 


| 





\| cy; but he di 
He had | 





in giving their votes on this question. One gen- 
tleman said thathis own experience had confirmed 
him in the conviction of the corruption of the 
judicial department of this Gavernment; but for 
himself, his experience was exactly the reverse. 

Mr. KENNEDY said, if the gentleman intended 
to allude to any position which he had taken, the 
gentleman was inerror. He had said this, and 
'he now repeated it, that, amongst the sins im- 
| puted to General Jackson, for which some men 
| would never forgive him, was his indomitable 
resolution in putting down a moneyed aristocra- 

on put the passage of this bill on 

that ground; he put it on the ground that the fine 

_imposed on General Jackson was unjustly and 

illegally imposed, and, therefore, that it ought to 
be refunded. 

Mr. GRIDER said he understood the gentle- 
| man from Indiana to say that he awarded to the 
| judiciary an amount of corruption which was suf- 
ficient to induce him to withdraw his respect for 
| that department. 

Mr. KENNEDY remarked that he had said 
there was as much corruption in the judicial 
| branch of this Governmentas inany other branch; 
and would now repeat the observation. 

Mr. GRIDER said he was happy to say that 
| his own persongl experience had not manifested 
_to him even a symptom of judicial corruption; 
| and this sreery he was satisfied, relied for the 
| protection of individual and personal rights on the 
| writ of habeas corpus, and on the morality of the 
| judiciary. These secured to every man, of every 

color, his rights under the Constitution; and they 
| were then called upon to decide whether those 
| rights could be suspended except by the legisla- 
| tive department. The rights of every map, under 
| the habeas corpus, were sacred rights; it must 
| be admitted that they could not be suspended, ac- 
_ cording to the forms and requirements of the Con- 
| stitution, except by the Legislature; nor would 
| he give a vote which would imply that any per- 
son possessed such power in this land. He be- 
| lieved his constituents would rebuke him if he 
| gave such a vote; for he represented a constitu- 
_ency.that loved good order, that loved the Con- 
stitution, and that loved the country, as well as 

the Constitution of the country, more than the 
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fame and the glory of any one or all distinguished | tection of the Constitution and the preservation 


men, whose deeds are fougd recorded in the an- |, 
nals of the country. Other gentlemen might erect | 


as many standards as they pleased, by which to 
guide themselves, and they might rally under 
whatever banners they chose; but he should ad- 
here to the Constitution and to the injunctions of 
the Constitution; and whether he were m a ma- 
jority or a minority, be would place no gentle- 
man in a position to violate the Constitution, to 
favor a prevailing party majority. 

He had submitted a few reflections, merely to 
state the reasons by which he should be governed 
in casting his vote on this question. He had not 
attempted to go into the history of the case before 
the House, but had simply given a few reasons 
which would influence his actions; and he doubted 
not many of his political friends would differ from 
him on that point, as many from whom he dif- 
fered politically would agree with him on this 


oe subject. He, however, had judged for | 
1 


imself; and he left others to do so too. 
Mr. DEAN did not propose to go into a histor- 


ical account of this transaction, nor to discuss the 


principles which had met with the attention of | 


the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Barnarp;] 
for the law and the facts were well known in this 
country, having been long before the American 
people. But when he heard the gentleman from 
New York the other day ask the question whether 
martial law had been declared, or whether it had 
been found necessary to declare martial law for 
the defense of Washington and Baltimore, and 


whether it was necessary to the salvation of the | 


people of New Orleans, he was impressed with 
the necessity of making some observations. 
There was another remark of the gentleman from 


New York which struck him with some little | 


force. The gentleman from New York asked why 
this justice had been allowed so long to slumber? 
wer this great party, now in power, and re 
to do justice to the old hero on this occasion, ha 

permitted that justice to slumber for one fourth 
of a century? 
struck him with great force; it had brought his 
mind back to a reflection on the fact that this 
mighty nation was governed, or professed to be 
governed, by principles of justice; and, there- 


fore, he concluded that it was, without a ques- | 


tion, important and binding on them to do justice 
to the reputation of Andrew Jackson. He had 
been struck with peculiar force by the question, 
why this subject had not been disposed of before. 
He would, however, remark to the gentleman 
from New York—who asked, if justice had been 


allowed to slumber so long, why was the ques- | 
tion brought up now—that it had been com- | 
manded by the American people, who had been | 
speaking in tones of thunder that justice should | 


be done in this matter. They had heard the voice 


of the people from the North and from the South, | 
from the East and from the West. If he mistook | 


not, there was scarcely a State in this Union 
which had not spoken, from Maine to Louisiana; 


and resolutions would be found on the table of | 


the House instructing United States Senators, and 


requesting the Representatives of the people, to | 
take up this mater, and see that justice was done | 
Here, then, was an answer | 


to General Jackson. 
to the os pnd of the gentleman from New York. 
He had heard it remarked that this was nota 


party question; and some gentlemen had depre-_ 
cated, in a beautiful strain, the intermixture of | 
He believed some | 


pe feeling in this matter. 
tate Legislatures, in the passage of resolutions 
on this subject, had done so, irrespective of party; 
but the gentleman from New York (Mr. Bar- 
NARD] had made it a party question. He had to 
confess that he was inclined to believe that it was 
a party question, He could have wished that it 


was not so; but, from his soul, he believed that | 
uestion; and that it distinctly 
marked the lines between the Democrats and the | 
Whigs, as, in 18]2-14-15, the lines were drawn | 
between the Democrats and Federalists. If they | 


it was a party 


went back to the period of the transaction then 
in review, they would find the Hartford Federal- 
ists coming to this city 


wasindisputably a party question, however much 
it might be regretted; and they would scarcely 
find an old Federalist, or « northern Whig of the 
Federal stamp, that was not raising his voice 
against this measure and calling out for the pro- 


_ Washington. 


lie confessed that this remark 


to enforce a change of . 
system and a submission to British power. It. 


of the writ of habeas corpus, as if no man of the 
opposite party had any regard fér the Constitu- 
tion of the country. 


right of the habeas corpus was affected by any- 
thing in this bill. If, when they saw that a tyran- 
nical and oppressive judge had trampled on the 
rights of the citizen, and harassed him with a 
written judgment, they did that citizen justice, 
thereby obeying the voice of a mighty nation, 


how did they affect the habeas corpus act? That | 


was to him a new-fangled doctrine. 

But it was the remarks of the gentleman from 
New York which induced him to express his 
views at all upon the subject. 
to let it pass a conscious that the thing would 
be done, and done correctly. But when the gen- 
tleman demanded why martial law had not been 
declared at this place and at Baltimore, for the 
poe of protecting those cities during the war, 
1e could not but reply that the cases were en- 
tirely different. Here there was no internal foe 
—no secret traitors lurking inthe camp. Each 
man came forth for the defense of his country, 
ready and willing to offer his life for the coun- 
try’s preservation. There was, among those 
men who stood forth upon that occasion, a patri- 
otism which warmed, he trusted, the bosoms of 
many within this nation. On that occasion, he 
could say justly, that every man was a soldier, 
and every soldier a hero. There was no neces- 
sity for martial law; but, when they came to sur- 
vey the disastrous field of Bladensburg, their 
Capitol wrapped in flames, and their army de- 
feated, was it necessary to inquire whether mar- 
tial law was declared? He believed there were 


hundreds of Federalists who would have rejoiced | 
to see New Orleans in the situation of the city of 
But he would have rejoiced had | 
there been some man of noble daring—had the | 


hero of New Orleans himself been at Bladens- 


burg; they would have seen him rallying to the | 
contest every man who was able to bear arms; | 


they would have seen him, rather than yield an 
inch, opposing himself to the enemy’s ranks as 
long as life remained. If the enemy prevailed 
over him, they would force their way only over 
his lifeless body. It was to be regretted that no 


man like General Jackson was here at that time, | 
to defend the capital of the country from the || 
ruthless hand of a mercenary soldiery. He had | 
had some little experience in matters of that kind | 


—he had seen the tented field, and been in the 
array of battle; and he knew, therefore, how to 
appreciate the situation of a soldier when at- 
tacked by the enemy; and he was prepared at all 
times, and on all occasions, to honor those who 
were ready to stand forward in the defense of 
their country. 

He was gratified at the remark of the gentle- 
man from Louisiana [Mr. Sipe] on a former 
day, that all those who had skulked ingloriously 
from the field of battle at New Orleans were found 
to be opposed to the restoration of the fine to Gen- 
eral Jackson, and justified the conduct of Judge 
Hall. He was gratified to hear this fact stated 
by the gentleman in language which he believed 


| carried conviction to the mind of every man. 


Let it be kept in view that the British army—that 
army which had sacked the capital—that army 
which had disgraced our arms, so far as defeat is 
disgrace—that army, swelled by a large accession 
of strength, and flushed with victory, was drawn 
up on the plains of New Orleans before the city. 
He cared nothing about dates or particulars. He 
would not go into the history of that transaction 
minutely, nor would it be desirable. It was 
known already to every man, woman, and child 
in the Union. He would not presume that any 
one was a stranger to it; nor, as he had seen 
stated in the newspapers, that even the greatand 
magnanimous State of Virginia had sent legisla- 
tors here to represent her, who probably did not 
understand the history of that transaction. Ifso, 
she certainly would never have instructed her 
Senators and requested her Representatives to 
vote for the restoration of the fine. 
that every one tolerably well understood the his- 
tory of the case. 
template the situation of affairs when that army 
was drawn up before the city of New Orleans. 
See General Jackson drawing up and marshaling 





He might, hereafter, give | 
his views on the constitutional question here said || 
to be involved; but he would first ask how the | 


|| punish for contempt. 
He had intended | 
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his troopsto meet the enemy. See how he stampeq 
the impress of his mighty genius upon the whole 
| transaction, He displayed, as has been well sai 

tact, genius, skill, and a daring boldness yp. 
equaled in the annals of any country. Look a 
the manner of his defense—how he substitute 
inanimate substances for soldiers. What, sir 
can be said in commendation of the distinguished 





| hero which he does not merit? I will leave his 


fame where it is—for I can add nothing to it } 
anything which I can say here—and proceed tp 
the law by which the unjust and iniquitous fine 
was imposed on the unoffending hero. 

The gentleman from New York had argued that 
any court in this country possesses the power to 
No one denied it; no one 
for a moment called it in question. But the gen. 
' tleman had drawn a distinction between the com. 
mon law and the power inherent in a court, 
distinction too fine and subtle for him to under. 
stand—a distinction, he thought, withouta differ. 
ence, 
| The Jaw, as set forth in the statute-book, was 
| simply declaratory of the common law of the land, 
It was only declaratory of the power to Punish 
for contempt. What was that power? There 
were two distinct provisions by which they were 
enabled to punish for contempt: first, to punish 
for an insult offered to the court, by which judi. 
cial proceedings were disturbed; and in the next 


|| place, to punish a person who had arrested the 


_ process or decree from the court; and unless they 
could bring the case of General Jackson within 
| one or other of these provisions, how could they 

unish him for contempt? [Mr. D. here went 
/ into a statement of the circumstances attending 
the arrest of Judge Hall and his expulsion from 





He believed || 


Let us, then, fora moment con- | 


the camp—the issuing of process by the judge, 
the imposition of the fine upon General Jackson, 
&e. 

The gentleman from New York had said that 
Judge Hall was, at the time, holding a court, 
Was this the fact? Was there ever before a pre- 
tense that he was holding a court? There was 
‘| no lawyer within the hearing of his voice who 
| would sotiet his reputation upon the assertion 
| that General Jacksoi was liable to punishment 
| for contempt of court, upon the first ground that 
| he had stated. There was only one other way 
| remaining, by which he could be liable for con- 
tempt of court; and that was, upon the supposi- 
tion that he had obstructed the order or process 
of the court. There was one fact which he had 
omitted to state. The process was made return- 
|| able at eleven o’clock; and the sheriff swore that 
‘| he did not execute it until the afternoon, The 
|| execution of the process, therefore, was a nullity. 
|| Who ever heard, except in the famous court of 
| Dominick A. Hall, that a writ, after its return, 
| was binding? It was a new doctrine—a doctrine 
| that was recognized in no court that he had any 
| knowledge of. But it was contended that, on the 
|| night of the 5th, at twelve o’clock, General Jack- 
|| Son took the petition, and the order founded there- 
| on, out of the hands of Claiborne; and because he 
| did that, he was liable to be punished for obstruct- 
|| ing the process of the court. How was the fact? 
|| General Jackson gave Claiborne a certified tran- 
| script; and he went on and issued the writ. If 
|| so, how did General Jackson obstruct the process 
|| of the court? He did not wonder that Judge 
| Dominick A. Hall, when that wicked and corrupt 
| judge brought before him the venerable hero, and 
| when he saw the crowd gathering aboui, to see 
| what would be the issue—he did not wonder that 
|| he trembled. : 
| He had passed rapidly over the subject; but n 
1 passing, he must be permitted to say a single 
| word in regard to martial law. ‘The gentleman 
ork had read to them General Jack- 
son’s famous denunciation of the Hartford con- 
vention, and thought it might possibly be brought 
|| within the law regulating military affairs. What- 
| ever might be the gentleman’s notion in regard 
| that law, he believed there was no man, in 
|| this broad country, whose heart glowed with & 
| single spark of patriotism, who did not respo 
‘to the sentiments expressed in that document. 
According to the gentleman’s doctrine, all persons 
should be at liberty freely to enter and leave the 
camp, carrying such intelligence to the enemy 
they might think proper. Was there a man 0 
| commen sense prepared to back an opinion © 


| from New 


| 
} 


i 
1} 
j 
j 


this kind? He held that, without any prociama- 
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— 
tion whatever, the commiinder of the Army had 
he inherent power which the gentleman attrib- | 
a to the courts—an inherent power to bring all i 
under his control, and make all obedient to his | 
sommand. That was his notion with regard to | 
roartial jaw, and with regard to the powers and 
duties of a general commanding an army in the 
face of the enemy, when life and death were de- 
eding upon his fiat. Yet General Jackson, 
who displayed more gallantry and heroism on 
that occasion than any other man who lived at 
that era, must be traduced and disgraced by slan; | 
der, while the decision of a wicked, corrupt judge 
must be permitted to stand as unalterable as the || 
iaws of the Medes and Persians. He rejoiced 
shat he had the opportunity of expressing to the | 
world his opinions and his principles on this ques- | 
uon. He had hopes, from some of the remarks 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, that he had || 
participated in some of the battles of the last war; | 
and if he had, he would have certainly supported || 
this bill; for he did not believe there was one of | 
| 
| 


the survivors of that contest who would not be in 
favor of the old hero, and opposed to the iniqui- 
tous and tyrannical judge who oppressed him. 
After speaking of the moral grandeur of the | 
scene presented, when the victorious general, sur- || 
rounded by an attached and ardent soldiery, sub- 
mittted to the unjust judgment of the court, and 
told him that he would protect him in the execu- | 
tion of his duty, Mr. D. referred to the general | 
and enthusiastic feeling now pervading the whole | 
country in favor of refunding the fine, and the | 
repeated expressions of the will of the people on | 
the subject. He hoped the gentleman from New | 
York [Mr. Bannarp] had mistaken the senti- | 
ments of the Senate in relation to this bill, when 
he said that it could not be licked into any shape 
that would enable it to pass there; and that there 
was not enough of the Hartford-convention feel- 
ing in that body to induce them to reject so just | 
and 80 patrintic a measure, 
Mr. PEYTON would not have said one word | 
on this subject, but for the high-wrought eulogies 
heaped on General Jackson at the expense of the 
memory of the judge who had imposed the fine 
on him. He-would ask if it was necessary, in | 
order to do justice to General Jackson, hyena- | 
like, to dig up from the grave the bones which 
had been long since laid to rest? He professed 
himself as much the friend of General Jackson’s | 
feme as any of his pretended admirers on that || 
floor; but he did not think he would be doing him | 
any service by advocating a bill of this nature. 
He believed, however, that this measure was 
brought forward, not for the sake of General Jack- 
son, but for party purposes. If not for that pur- | 
pose, why this late movement? It was said that 
motives of delicacy prevented this measure from 
being brought forward while General Jackson was 
President. But why was it not brought forward 
in Mr. Van Buren’s time? Was it because Mr. | 
Van Buren was General Jackson’s only begotten | 
political son, and that therefore the same motives 
of delicacy prevailed? He believed not; but from | 
other and different motives. It was because the 
party was then strong, and did not require such | 
aid; but now, being: politically bankrupt, they 
wanted the aid of General Jackson’s name again. 
If those who assumed to be Gener&l Jackson’s 
friends, and to have the exclusive care of his rep- | 
ulation, wanted this money, why, in the name of | 
od, let them have it; though he, for his part, || 
thought that it would be detracting from his fame. | 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, the committee , 
en rose and reported progress. 
Mr. ADAMS, from the committee appointed | 
‘0 revise the rules,. made a report; which was laid | 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. i| 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee | 
on Public Lands, tnoved that the annual report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office be 1 
printed; and that ten thousand copies extra be | 
printed; which motion was agreed to. 
t. ELMER moved that-the Committee of 1 
ections have leave to employ a clerk. 
Ba: HOUSTON opposed the motion, deeming | 
¢ labors of the committee such as not to require | 
© Service of a clerk. 
Mr. CARROLL expressed his astonishment | 
th tthe committee had not already reported on || 
tigeeat question which arose at the organiza- | 
on of the House respecting the right of the mem- | 
from four States in the Union to seats in this | 














| cer at New Orleans, for the refunding to him of certain 


| ment; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
| ciary. 


| Knott, for the amount of a pension to which he was enti- 
|| ted; which was referred to the Committee on Invalid 


| Lake Rush, Ronong, and McFaddins. on Shingle river, and 


| was referred to the Conimittee on the Post Office and Post 


| ting duties on railroad iron. 
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House; and, after proceeding some time, he was | 

called to order for irrelevancy. I} 
Some irregular discussion ensued; but, ulti- || 

mately, the motion was withdrawn; and 
‘The House adjourned. 





The following petitions were presented under a rule of |; 
the House, and appropriately referred : 
By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of Edward J. Forstell, 


| in behalf of Messrs. Hope & Co., of Amsterdam, and others, 
| bond-bolders of the Bank of Pensacola, praying for relief; | 


which was referred, with the documents, to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 
Also, the petition of Manuel Crugat, formerly naval offi- 


moneys paid info the Treasury under an erroneous judg- 


By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of the heirs of Wilfred 


Pensions. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: A joint resolution of the 
Council and House of Representatives of the Territory of || 
Wisconsin, in relation to the establishment of a mail route 
from Milwaukee, via Maquonago, White Water, ouet of 


thence by the most direct route to Mineral Point; which 


Roads. 1] 

Also, a petition for the establishmentof a mail route from || 
Maquonago, via Eagle Prairie, White Water, Fort Atkin- 
son, and College Greefl, to Madison, the seat of govern- 
ment of the Territory of Wisconsin; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial to Congress from the Legislative As- 
sembly of Wi-consin, asking an appropriation for the open- | 
ing of a road from Sheboygan, by the way of Winnebago 
lake, to the Fox river ; and also asking an appropriation for | 
completing that part of the United States military road be- 
tween Green Bay and Fond du Lac; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. RELFE: The petition of Larkin Cason and 
others, of Calaway county, Missouri, praying for the re- 
moval of the circuit court of the United States, for the || 
Missouri district, from St. Louis, to the city of Jefferson ; || 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. i 

By Mr. LABRANCHRF: The proceedings of a public || 
meeting, held in the city of Lafayette, Louisiana, and the || 

\ 
| 
| 


memorial of the citizens thereof, praying fora port of entry ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Cominerce. 1 

By Mr. HOLMES: The memorial of the South Carolina 
railroad companies, for the reénactment of the law remit- 


| 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, January 3, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate the report of the Secretary of the Senate, 
showing the number of clerks employed in his 
office; which, on motion of Mr. KING, was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented two memorials | 
from citizens of the Territory of Wisconsin, | 
praying for an appropriation for the improve- | 
ment of the Neenah and Wisconsin rivers. | 





Also, a memorial from citizens of the Terri- || 
tory, praying the passage of a law authorizing a | 
survey to be made of the road from Sheboygan || 
to Faychudah; and that a portion of the lands || 
bordering on the road thus to be surveyed may |, 
be appropriated as a fund to defray for its con- || 
struction. | 

The memorials were severally referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from John 
Thomas and others, inhabitants of Kingston, || 
Massachusetts, praying indemnity for French | 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition from Ju- | 
lius Culbertson, of the State of Louisiana, asking || 
that a law may be passed confirming his title to || 
a certain tract of land in that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. || 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from || 
a number of citizens of Philadelphia city and the || 
State of Pennsylvania, asking Congress to reduce || 
the rate of postage on letters, periodicals, and || 
newspapers; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from | 
Hiram March, praying the reimbursement of a || 








fine imposed on him for an unintentional violation 
of the revenue Jaws; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from cit- 
izens of Missouri, praying for the establishment 


county of Benton, to the town of Waynesville, 
in the county of Pulaski, Missouri; which was 
referred to 


e Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 





/and on leave, introduced a bill concernin 
| Supreme Court of the United States; (the bill pro- 


| 
| 
of a post route from the city of Warrow, in the 
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Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from a 
number of citizens of Erie, Pennsylvania, asking 
for an appropriation for the completion of the 


|| works in the harbor of Erie; which was referred 
} to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 


| John Pettibone, of Washington city, praying that 


compensation may be made him for the use of 

his patent by the General Government; which 

was referred to the Committee on Patents. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. BAGBY gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief 


| of the legal representatives of William Walker. 


Mr. HANNEGAN gave notice that he would 


|| to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill making 
| an appropriation for the continuation of the Cum- 
| berland road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, 


and Illinois. 
Mr. SEMPLE gave notice that he would, on 


| the earliest day practicable, introduce a bill to re- 
| model the consular establishment of the United 
| States. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. ATCHISON, on leave, introduced a bill” 


| to extend the time of proving preaoewes rights; 
|, which was read twice, and refe 
| mittee on Public Lands. 


rred to the Com- 


Mr.CRITTENDEN, agreeably to notice given, 
the 


poses to change the time of the commencement of 


| its sessions from the second Monday in January 
|téthe first Monday in December;) which was 
| read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 
PETITION WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, leave wae 


| granted to withdraw from the files the petition of 


the widow and administrator of Andrew Lewis, 
late an officer in the United States Army, pray- 


| ing to be reimbursed the costs and charges of a 
| Suit instituted against him for responsibility in- 
|, curred by him in his official capacity. 


ALLOWANCE OF CLAIMS. 


The following resolutions, submitted by Mr. 
Woopsvrr on yesterday, came up for considera- 


| tion, and were agreed tu: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire iuto the expediency of prohibiting by law the al- 


| lowauce of any claim, except under a special act of Con- 


gresa, by any of the Departwmenis or bureaus, which has 
once been rejected by the heads thereof; aud, also, the al- 
lowance of any claim, without such special act. which 


| Originated more than four years previous Lo the application 
| for such allowance. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that the 


| annual estimates from the different Departments, which 
|| are laid befure Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
|| shall-ke accompanied by the written approval or disap- 


proval of the President and all the heads of the Departments, 
as to their necessity and amount; and that no estimates for 


| appropriations be at any time submitted to Congress, by any 
| of the Departments or bureaus, except such as (like the an- 
| nual estimates) have first been laid before the Secretary of 
|| the Treasury, and are aécompanied by a plan from him for 


means advquate to meet them. 
ISAAC ILSLEY. 


The CHAIR remarked there was no other busi- 
ness before the Senate except the special order, 
which was the bill for the relief of Isaac Iisley. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that this bill had been 
postponed till to-day on his motion, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining some information from the De- 
partment before it was acted on. He had not yet 
obtained the information desired, and hoped the 
bill. would be laid on the table tll Wednesday 
next; which was agreed to. : 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, (there being no 
further business before the Senate,) the Senate 
then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespar, January 3, 1844. 

Mr. PETTIT announced the attendance of his 
colleague, Mr. Cares B. Smit; who was qual- 
ified, and took his seat. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. HAMLIN, on leave given, introduced a 
bill entitled a bill to constitute the counties of 
Penobscot and Piscataquis, in the State of Maine, 
into a new collection district, and to establish 








100 








Bangor, in said county of Penobscot, 
entry. 

The bill was read twice and referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DANA, in pursuance of notice given, on | 
leave, introduced a bill to amend the act entitled 
‘* An act to reduce into one the several acts es- | 
tablishing the Post Office Department;’’ which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, on leave, and in pursuance | 
of notice given, introduced the bill to amend the 
act granting half pay and pensions to certain 
widows, and the several acts and regulations on 
the subject, and extending the provisions thereof. | 

The bill having been read twice, 

Mr. SEYMOUR moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
but, at the suggestion of Mr. STEENROD, with- 
drew that motion, and moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRIS, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill to provide for the 
construction of a dry-dock and navy-yard at 
Philadelphia; which was read twice, and referred 

_ to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, pursuant to notice, | 
introduced a bill relating to copywright; which 
was read twice,and referred to the select com- 
mittee already appointed on that subject, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. STEENROD, pursuant to notice, intro- 
duced a bill making appropriations for continuing 
the Cumberland raed the States of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Illinois; and for the erection of a bridge 
at Wheeling. It was read twice and referred. 

Mr. STEENROD, pursuant to notice, intro- 
duced a bill making compensation to pension 
agents; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. GRIDER introduced a bill, of which he had | 

iven notice, for the benefit of the devisees or their 

eirs of a person deceased, whose name was not 
distinctly heard. It was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, pursuant to previous no- | 
tice, introduced a bill to repeal the second section 
of the apportionment law; which was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ASHE introduced a bill to authorize the 
establishment of a navy-yard and naval depot at 
or adjacent to Memphis, in the State of Tennes- 
see; which was read twice, and committed to the | 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WELLER asked and obtained leave to in- | 
troduce a bill; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. KING, of New York, gave notice that he 
would, on some future day, ask leave to introduce | 
a bill providing to abolish the franking privilege, 
to regulate the rates of postage in accordance with 
the coins of the United States, and to reduce post- | 
age to the lowest rates deemed sufficient to sustain 
the Post Office Department by its own revenue. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON gave notice of a bill to re- 
duce the duty on salt, &c. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. PAYNE submitted a resolution directing 
the Doorkeeper of the House, under the direc- 
tions of the Clerk, to contract with some suitable || 
person to heat the furnaces constructed for warm- 
ing the building, and for keeping the same in 





a port of | 





repair. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON hoped the States would be | 
called for resolutions in order, or such as would || 
not be debated; and, with that view, he moved |! 
a suspension of the rules. } 
Mr. PAYNE stated the necessity of adopting | 
his resolution; but after a few words from him || 
and Mr. WINTHROP, Mr. HUDSON and oth- || 
ers, the motion of Mr. C. Jonnson was agreed 
to. 
The States were then called, beginning with | 
Maine. i] 
Mr. REDING offered a resolution directing || 
the Clerk of the House to furnish to the mem- || 
‘bers of the House such newspapers as they | 
_might direct, not to exceed three daily papers. } 
r. WELLER objected; and the resolution ! 
was laid over, under the rule. 





' States, for the establishment at the city of Washington of 


| tions; and that the cost of such maps shall not exceed two 


| to this House whether or not, in their opinion, the burdens 
| of the present militia organization may not be, in other re- 
| spects, greatly alleviated, without impairing its efficiency. 





Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- 
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tion; which was agreed to: 


' 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this. House the present state and condition of 
the funds bequeathed by James Smithson to the United 


an institution for the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
among men; with a statement showing what payments of 
interest have been received, and what (if any) have been 
refused or withheld on the State stocks in which the said 
funds were invested ; the amount of interest so withheld 
or refused to be paid; and what measures have been taken 
by the Secretary to recover the same; also, by whose agency 
the said investments were made; with copies of any cor- 
respondence of the Treasury Departinent with such agents 
relating thereto. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted the follbwing resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 
quested to communicate to the House copies of all the in- | 
structions given to the commanding officers of the squadron | 
stipulated by the treaty with Great Britain of 9th August, | 
1842, to be kept on the coast of Africa for the suppression | 
of the slave trade. Also, copies of the instructions given | 
by the British Government to their squadron, stipulated by 
the same treaty, if such instructions have been communi- 
eated to this Government. 


Mr. HUDSON submitted the following reso- | 
lution; which lies over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expe@iency of making provis- 
ion for the repayment of the suin which has been audited | 
and found due to Massachusetts and Maine for militia ser- 
vices, as set forth in a letter from the Secretary of War, 
dated December 23, 1837, and found in House Document | 
No. 45, second session, Twenty-Fifth Congress. 


Mr. WINTHROP offered the following reso- 
lution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of modifying the act concerning consuls, 


&e., so as to exempt from any contribution to the fund for | 
the relief of forcign seamen the Owners or masters of ves- 


| sels which may have been sold in foreign ports, in conse- 


quence of injuries resulting from the perils of the sea ; and 
also, 80 as to provide greater securities for the execution of 
the wills of American citizens dying abroad. 


Mr. CATLIN offered the following; which 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing to Ingoldsby W. | 
Crawford, late collector of the customs at New London, | 
and to Samuel Phillips, late collector of the customs at | 
Newburyport, the amount of interest claimed by them re- 
spectively, on the presentation of their accounts at the | 
Treasury Department for settlement, under the act of Con- 
gress of July 27, 1842. 


The following joint resolution, offered by Mr. | 
HUNT, lies over one day, under the rule: | 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States be pro- | 
posed to the several States, to be valid to all intents and | 
purposes, as part of said Constitution, when ratified by the | 
Legislatures of three fourths of the said States, viz. : No per- 
son shall be hereafter eligible to the office of Presidentof the 
United States who shall have been previously elected to 
the said office, and who shall have accepted the same, or 
exercised the powers thereof. 


Mr. LEONARD offered the following; which | 
also lies over: | 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be authorized to | 
procure the printing of the illustrations accompanying the | 
report of Professor Expy upon his meteorological observa- | 


and a half cents per copy. 
Mr. BENTON offered the following résolution; | 
which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed 


| to inquire into t:e expediency of modifying the militia laws 


of the United States, so as to require the enrollment of ev- | 
ery white male citizen of the respective States of the age of 
twenty-one years and under the age of thirty-five years, | 
with the exceptions made by existing Jaws; and to report | 


Mr. CLINTON offered the following; which 


Resolved, That the Clerk he, and is hereby, authorized | 
to distribute among the members of this House the extra 


| 
| was adopted: | 
| 
|| copies of the Compendium of the Census of 1840, now in 

} 


his office. 
Mr. CARY moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the House refused to make the report of | 
the Committee on the Rules the special order of | 
the day. 
Mr. CAMPBELL observed that the yeas and 
nays had been taken upon that question. 
r. ADAMS said the yeas and nays were not | 
taken; and furthermore, he believed there was a | 
mistake made in counting, and that, in point of 
fact, the vote of the House was—— 
Mr.Apams wascalled to order by Mr. PAYNE, 





_ be entertained at this time, when the Stat 
_ being called for resolutions? 


| Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Dejje, 
| + 





who remarked, that iffthe subject 
be debated, it must lie over. 
Mr. CAMPBELL inquired if this motio 


was ging to 


Noy) 
es Wer 


The SPEAKER remarked that this was offe,, 
as a resolution. : 
Mr. ADAMS said, a motion for reconsiderati 
was always in* order; it was a privileged Quen 
tion. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON suggested that the MOtiog 


d 


_ was interfering with the business for which th 


rules had been suspended. He thoughtit woulj 
come up more properly when that suspeusio, 
ceased. 

The SPEAKER said he considered it a priyj. 
leged question, which could be made at any ting 

Mr. BOYD moved that the subject be laid ypo, 
the table. . pe 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were é. 


| manded; and being taken, resulted—yeas 80, nays 
| 87; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Anderson, Barringer, Belser, Edward } 
Black, James Biack, James A. Black, Blackwell, Boss, 
Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brow,’ 
William J. Brown, Burke, Burt,Caldwell, Campbell Cayjin’ 
Augustus A.Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, ¢ ‘ross ,Coilom, 
Dickinson, Douglas, Dromgoole, Duncan, Ficklin, Preney 
Gilmer, Byram Green, Hale, Hoge, Houston, Hughes, Jame. 
son, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Preston King, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClernang, 
McConnell, McKay, Mathews, Moore, Newton, Norris 
Payne, Pratt, David 8. Reid, Reding, Ritter, Russell, g 
John, Saunders, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Rober 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, Stone, Taylor, Thomas. 
son, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, and Wooi. 
ward—80. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Barnard, Beardsley, Ben. 
ton, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Cary, Carroll, Chittoa, 
Clingman, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Dickey, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Farlee. Fish, Florence, Poo, 
Frick, Giddings, Willis Green, Grider, Hamlin, Hardin, 
Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungeriord, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Dav. 
iel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Lyon, MeCauslen, McClelland, 
McDowell, McIlvaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Merse, 
Moseley, Nes, Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Ran- 


‘say, Rathbun, Charles M Reed, Relfe, Rodney, Rogers, 


Sample, Schenck, Sentér, Severance, David L. Seymow, 

Thomas H, Seymour, Simons, Albert Sinith, Stetson, Joba 

Stewart, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Whea- 

>) White, Williams, Winthrop, and Joseph A. Wright- 
é 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON then gave notice of a desir: 
to debate‘it; and observed that it must, therefore, 
lie over under the rules, 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs, 
HARDING, C. JOHNSON, BEARDSLEY, 
ADAMS, and the SPEAKER, took part; whea 

The SPEAKER decided that the question to 
lay the resolution on the table having been decided 
in the negative, and the question being then on 
reconsideration, (which was a ,rivileged ques- 
tion,) the party moving it had a right to demand 
a decision on it. 

Mr. JAMESON asked if he understood the 
Speaker to decide that the resolution of the gev- 
tleman from New York did not lie over, as sug: 
gested, on notice of debate by the gentleman from 
Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER said that the question being 
on reconsideration, it must, according to the it- 
variable praqice of the House, now come up. 

Mr. JAMESON said that, in that case, the od 
ject of the resolution of the gentleman from Ter- 
nessee to call on the States for resolutions would 
be defeated, as this question would probably be 
discussed, and occupy the whole day. He hoped 
the Speaker would review his decision with rf 
erence to this state of the case, and revise tt. 
Unless the Speaker did so, he would be compelled 
to appeal. ‘ 

Mr. C. JOHNSON suggested that the mover 
of the resolution should agree to let it lie over til 
after the call on the States for resolutions w# 
finished. ‘ 

Some conversation followed, when the resolv 
tion was, by general consent, laid over till the 


'| on the States should be finished. 


Mr. PRATT submitted the following resol 

tion: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury —_ 
this House, yearly, with a uniform return of all the ze, 
of the Union—stating the number of banks in each 5@¥: 
the amount of capital, bills in circulation, specie re 
loans an i discounts ; with the States’ and the United aol 
ess; with the import and export of speci¢ 

of paying 


indebtedn: 
bullion; with the amount of imports dug, 
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amount of revenue collected hereon, and the amount free | 

¢ duty; also, the amount exported of foreign goods, and || 
: amount exported of the produce and manufactures of 
country, and also the tounage of the same, in the tabu- 
jat forse ealled for in the resolution. 


Mr. ADAMS observed that there Was a stand- 
ing rule of the House which required the Secre- | 
tary annually to report on the. subject; and the | 
eentleman would find the information he wanted | 
~ the documents of the last session. a 
Mr. PRATT replied that he wanted the in- 
formationjn & tabular form, and he had not been 
able to find it in that form. ; : 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution, being 
acall on one of the public Departments, must, | 
under the rules, lie over for one day. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD submitted the following | 
resolution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed on. re- 
trenchment, whose duty it shall be to examine, as far as 
practicable, the amount paid by the Government to each | 
and every person for services as officers or agents, and, in- 
clading members of Congress, the nature and amount of | 
such services ; and to recommend such increase or de- 
crease as they shall deem equitable ; and further to recom- 
mend the discharge of all such persons in the pay of the | 
Government whose services can, in their opinion, be dis- | 
pensed with. 1] 


Mr. BARNARD submitted the following res- | 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to trans- | 
mit to this House a copy of the report of Captain Hughes, | 
of the corps of topographical engineers, of the examination 
and survey, made during the last season, of the Hudson 
river, above and below, with reference to its navigation, 
and the condition of the public works counected with the | 
improvement thereof, 


Mr. McKAY objected to the consideration of | 
the resolution; and observed that he wished the | 
rule to be enforced in all cases. 

The SPEAKER said that it must lie over for 
one day. 

Mr. BARNARD asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion that the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of provid- | 
ing by law for a gratuity of one year’s pay to the | 
widows and orphans of the officers and seamen 
who were lost in the late United States schooner | 
Grampus. 

Objected to by several, and not received. 


Mr. ELMER offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
construction of a breakwater near the New Jersey shore of | 
the Delaware bay. 


Mr. FRICK submitted the following joint res- 
olution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be directed, in the future disbursements of the 
public moneys for the use of their respective bodies, to con- 
fine their purchases exclusively to articles the growth and | 
manufacture of the United States: Provided, The same can 
be procured of such growth and manufacture ; and the said | 
officers be, and they are hereby, directed to make their dis- 
bursements aforesaid with regard to the strictest economy. 


Mr. BIDLACK submitted the followig reso- 
lution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to | 
lay before this House any communication he may have re- 
ceived on the subject of the use of anthracite coal in the 
Navy, for the purpose of generating steam for propelling 
packet ships or vessels of war; that he state the results of | 
experiments made by the Navy Department upon different 
Varieties of coal, and his opinion of the respective value of | 
each for naval purposes, having reference to safety, clean- | 
liness, compactness of storage, and power of generating | 
steam; and that he further state whether the Department, | 
for the purpose of analysis and experiment, bas purchased 
the coal made use of, what quantity has been purchased, if 
any, and the amount paid therefor, 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if not, in his opin- 
lon, incompatible with the public interest, the instructions 
given to our Minister at Berlin, by which he has been | 
authorized to propose, in his letter ot 9th of October, 18423, | 
the negotiation of a treaty between this Government and | 
the Germanic States, or ‘* Customs Union.” for mutual re- 
duction to be made in their respective tariffs; together with 
the correspondence and dispatches upon that subject not 
already communicated to this House. 


| 

j 

| 

Mr. WILKINS submitted the following res- 


in 








olution; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing, by 
the ; the construction of additional iron steam vessels — 
Ohio river, under the superintendence of the Nevy De- 
partment, to be used for the purpose of harbor defense, as 
vessels of War at sea,or to be employed in the revenue 


| the Navy, agreeably to the suggestions in his annual report 
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Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL submitted the follow- || Grider, Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Hubbell, Hudson, 


ing resolution; which was considered and agreed 
to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- | 


| structed to inquire into the expediency of bringing in a bill 
| similar.to an act of 10th February, 1832, authorizing the 
| Secretary of the Navy to effect an equitable seulement with 


persons who have supplied timber and other materials to | 


of the 25th November, 1843. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, by general consent, 
introduced a resolution directing the Committee 
on the Judiciary to inquire into the expediency 
of conferring on the United States consuls at 


Constantinople and other Turkish ports, juris- || 


diction in civil controversies between citizens of 
the United States; which was considered and | 
agreed to, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the followjng 
resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of empowering the 
judges of the United States to appoint commissioners to 


take testimony and grant certificates in cases of fugitives 
from labor. 


Mr. GILMER, with a few words of explana- 
tion, moved the printing of two thousand copies 


last Congress, on the subject of retrenchment in 
the Executive Departments. He made this mo- 
tion, that the new members of the House might 
be informed on the subject. It was agreed to. 


Mr. CHILTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing a po-t road from Walnut Branch, in the county 


| Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David 


of Faquier, Virginia, by Weaversville, to Auburn,in the said i] 


county ; and of the establishment of a post office at Wea- | 
versville. | 


Mr. CLINGMAN submitted the following || 


joint resolution; which, after a few words from | 
Mr. C. JOHNSON, was read twice, and com- 
mitted*to the Committee on Indian Affairs: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 
the United Siates of America in Congress assembled, ‘That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, author- 
ized and directed to pay such sum or sums of money as may 
be awarded to claimants by the commissioners now adjudi- | 


Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll. Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Cave Jotinson, Perley B. Jolin- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. J -nes, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Lyon, McClelland, MeTivaine, 
McKay, Marsh, Moore, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyoon, Elisha R. Pot 
ter, Ramsey, Rathbutu, Charles M. Reed, David 8. Reid, 
Ritter, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Schenck, Senter, 

L. Seymour, Sim- 
ons, Stidell, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Steenrod, Ste- 
phens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Stone, 
Sykes, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Van- 
meter, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, Win 
throp, and Joseph A. Wright—112. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL moved the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That William J. McCormick be appointed the 
Postmaster of this House during the present Congress, 

Mr.-C, moved the previous question, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked if this was the day as- 
signed for the appointment of a Postmaster? If 
not, he thought the resolution was not in order. 


Mr. CAMPBELL said the effect of the adop- 


_ tion of this resolution, would be the repeal of the 
of the report made by the select committee of the | 


previous one. 

Mr. HAMLIN observed, that if this were per- 
missible, they would be able to do that indirectly 
which could not be done directly. 

Mr. PAYNE said if the gentleman was going 
to debate the resolution, it must lie over. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he merely raised a ques- 
tion of order—the House having appointed a day 
for the election of Postmaster—whether this rea- 


‘| olution could be entertained. 


Mr. WINTHROP observed that this appeared 


| to him to be one of those questions of consistency 


which it was not within the competency of the 
Chair to decide. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he believed he could 
remove all difficulty by modifying his resolution 


| as follows: 


Resolved, That the resolution appointing a day for the 


| election of a Postmaster be rescinded, and that William J. 


eating claims arising under the Cherokee treaty of 1836, and || 


in fulfillment of the several articles of said treaty; and that 
the certificates required to be issued to claimants by the sev- | 
enteenth article, and in conformity to the uniform practice 
heretofore, shall be proper and sufficient vouchers upon 
which payments shall be made as aforesaid: Provided, 
That no money shall be paid out of the Treasury upon such 
certificates after the appropriation heretofore made by Con- 
gress, in fulfillment of the treaty aforesaid, is exhausted, 
unless hereafter authorized by law. 


Mr. McKAY offered the following resolution; 
while lies over one day, under the rule: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 


to inform this House of the amount of expenditure which || 


has been settled on the certificates only of the President of || 


the United States, since the 4th of March, 1829, and the | 
year in which said expenditure was made. 


Mr. RHETT submitted a resolution in the fol- 


question : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report a bill reducing all the duties on imports 
over thirty per cent. ad valorem to that amount, and pro- | 
viding for a final reduction, within two years, to twenty | 
per cent. ad valorem, with such discrimination below this | 
maximum as the purposes of revenue shall require. 


After a few words from Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RHETT called for tellers on ordering the 
yeas and nays; and Messrs. Winrurop and | 
Houston were appointed; and they reported— | 
ayes 81, noes 40. 

The previous question was sustained by the 
House; and, on the adoption of the resolution, 
the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted— 
yeas 57, nays 112; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Belser, Edward J. Black, James A. | 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, | 
William J. Brown, Burt,Caldwell, Campbell, Reuben Chap- | 
man, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Daniel, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Douglas, Duncan, Dunlap, Fick- 
lin. Gilmer. Hale, Hammett, Haralson, Herrick, Holmes, 
Houston, Hughes, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCausien, McClernand, Mc- 


Connell, McDowell, Mathews, Owen, Payne, Pettit, Relfe, 
Rhett, Saunders, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stiles, Tay- 


| 
| 
lowing terms, on which he moved the previous || 
i 
| 





lor, Thompson, Weller, Wentworth, and Woodward—57. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Asie, Barringer, Barnard, 
Beardsley, Benton, Bidlack, James Biack, Bossier, Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown. Cary, Catlin, Chil- 


ton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Garrett Davis, || Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, Rasen: 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Dil- || rick, Lewis, McClelland, Mclivaine, Marsh, 


l 


lingham, Dromgoole, Ellis, Eliner, Farlee, Fish, Florence, 
Foot, French, Frick,Giddings, Willis Green, Byram Green, 


McCormick be appointed Postmaster. 


Mr. ADAMS inquired whether a motion to 
rescind a regular order of the House was not pre- 
cisely the same thing asa motion to rescind a rule 
of the House; and whether a day’s notice would 
not, in such case, be necessary. 

TheSPEAKER remarked that, under the mod- 
ified form, the Chair considered the resolution to 
be in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that the Poste 
master must be elected by vote of the House, 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he believed the uniform 
poe had been to appoint that officer by reso- 

ution. 

Mr. HAMLIN rose again to a question of or- 
der. He desired to know if the resolution, in 
its present shape, did not involve the same ab- 
surdity as at first. 

The SPEAKER decided that a resolution to 
rescind a previous one was in order. 

The question being put upon the motion to lay 


| the resolution upon the table, 


| 
| 
} 
| 


|| Dillingham, Dougtas, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Etmer, 
| Ficklin, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Garateon, 
| Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- 
| gerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Jolinson 


| it. 


Mr. WELLER asked the yeas and nays upon 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


| taken, resulted—yeas 94, nays 76; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Bidlack, James 
Black, Bossier, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brod- 
head, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Caldwell, Cary, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, 


|| Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 


drew Johnson, George W. Jones. Kennedy, Preston King, 
Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCausien, McCler- 
nand. McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Moore, 
Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, David 8. Reid, 
Reding, Relte, Ritter, Russell, St. John, Thomas H. Sey- 
mour, Simons, Thomas Smith, Robert Sinith, Steenrod, 
Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Weiler, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Wil- 
kins, Woodward and Joseph A. Wright—94, 
NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Barringer, Barnard, 
Beardsley, Belser, Edward J. Black, James A. Biack, Mil- 
ton Brown, Burt, Campbell, Catlin. Chilton, Clingman, Col- 
lamer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, 
Dickinson, Fish, Florence, Foot, Frick, Giddings, Gilmer, 
Willis Green, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Holmes, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 


Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Patterson J ; 
Elisha R. Potter, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Rhett, Rogers, 
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Sample, Saunders, Schenc Severance, David 
Seymour, Slidell, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Thomasson, Titden, Tyler, Vance, Van 
meter, Vinton, White, and Winthrop—76. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
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or so much thereof as may be necessary to complete the 
sanie. 


| Mr. STONE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Mr. HOLMES submitted the following reso- | Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


Jution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to report upon the condition of the privateer fund, 
and to reinstate the pensioners who are entited to the ben- 
efit of said fund. 

Mr. HOLMES submitted another resolution, 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for in- 
formation in relation to the amount of indemnity 
received from Mexico; but it was objected to, and 
laid over. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; and called the previous ques- | 


tion on it: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 
instructed to report a bill, as soon as practicable, revising | 


the present tariff, and imposing duties on imports on the 
principle of revenue only. 

The second to the previous question having 
been carried—ayes ninety-two, noes not counted 
—and the main question ordered without a di- 
vision, 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, called for the 
yeas and nays on the main question, which was 


the adoption of the resolution; and which being 


ordered, 
Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the reading of 
the 72d rule; which was read, as follows: 


“Tt shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means to take into consideration all such repcrts of the | 


Treasury Department, and all such propositions relative to 


the revenue, as may be referred to them by the House ; to || 


inquire Into the state of the public debt, or the revenue, and 


of the expenditure, and to report from time to time their | 


opinion thereon. To examine into the state of the public 
departments, and particularly into the laws making ap 
opriations of moneys, and to report whether the moneys 
ave been disbursed conformably with such laws ; and also 
to report, from time to time, such provisions and arrange- 
ments as may be necessary to add to the economy of the 
departments and the accountability of their officers.”” 


The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution; and resulted—yeas 83, nays 84; 
as follows: 


VEAS—Messers. Belser, Benton, Edward J. Black, James | 
A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob || 


Brinkerboff, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 
Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Detlet, Douglas, Duncan, 
Duniap, Fariee, Ficklin, Gilmer, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, 
Haralson, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Houston, Hughes, Hun- 
rford, Janes B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Jolnson, George 
V. Jones, Kennedy, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McCausien, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, 
cKay, Moore, Norris, Owen, Payne, Pettit, Pratt, David 


8. Reid. Reding, Reife, Rhett, St. John, Saunders, Thowas | 


H. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, Stiles, Taylor, Thompson, 
Weller, Wentworth, and Woodward—83. 
NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Barringer, 
Eareard, Beardsley, Bidlack, James Black, Brodhead, 
iiton Brown, Cary, Catlin, Cnilton, Clingman, Cotlamer, 


Cranston, Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, | 


Dickinson, Dromeoole, Ellis, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, 
French, Frick, Willis Green, Byram Green. Grider, Hardin, 
Harper, Hubbell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Perley B. Johnson, 


J 
Preston Kine, Dani | P. King, Kirkpatrick, McClelland, || 
Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Moseley, Newton, || 


Parmenter, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Rathbun, Charles M. 
Reed, Ritter, Rodney, Rogers, Russell, Sample, Schenck, 
Senter, Severance, David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Stone, 
Sykes, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, Winthrop, and 
Joseph A. Wright—84. 


Mr. STEPHENS submitted the following res- 
olution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request- 
ed to furnish this House with a statement of the value of 
the imports into the United States during the last calendar 
year, ending the 3lst day of October last ; designating such 
articles as were, by existing laws, subject to duty, from such 
as were admitted duty free ; with the various kinds of arti- 
cles and commodities so imported in general classes, and 
the amount of revenue derived from each. 


Mr. BOYD submitted the following resolution; | 


bringing in a bil for the benefit of Daniel S. Lane. 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- 
| lowing resolution; which lies over one day: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
| quested to inform this House whether or not Jesse Hoyt, 
late collector of the port of New York, bas or has not vio- 
, Jated the second section of the act of Congress entitled 
** An act to repeal an act to provide for the collection, safe- 
|| keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue ; 
|, and to provide for the punishment of embezzlers of the 
| public money, and for other purposes.”” 
it 


Mr. FRENCH offered a resolution directing 
the Secretary of the Navy to communicate to this 
House what progress has been made in the pur- 


rine hospital on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; 
which lies over one day, under the rule. 

| Mr. TIBBATTS submitted a séries of resolu- 
| tions calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for 
|, information relative to the imposition of tolls on 
| the Louisville and Portland canal, &c. These 
| resolutions were published in the House proceed- 
| ings in the Globe at an earlier period of the ses- 
| sion. They lie over one day, under the rule. 
Mr. THOMASSON offered a resolution in- 
|| structing the Committee on the Judiciary to 
|| inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, 
| in all cases of removal from office, that it shall 


_be the duty of the head of the Department in 
|| which the removal shall be made, or the officer 
making such removal, to assign the reasons for 
/such removal, or furnish the charges which had 
caused it. He said he wished to be heard on this 
|| resolution; and therefore it was laid over, under 
|, the rule. 


| Mr. BOYD offered the following resolution; 
|| which lies over, under the rule: 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
|| naval depot upon the Mississippi or Ohio river, in accord- 
|, ance with a recommendation contained in the report of the 
|| Secretary of War, bearing date December 5, 1840. 


Mr. CALDWELL introduced a resolution in- 
{| structing the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Somerset, in Pu- 
laski county, by way of John Bobbitt’s, to Lon- 
| don, in Laurel county, Kentucky; which was 
| adopted. 


| 

| Mr. C. JOHNSON introduced the following 
| resolution: ; 
|| Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to lay before the House any communications that 
he may have received (if, in his opinion, it be not incom- 
patible with the public interests) from our ministers or 
agents in other countries, in relation tothe growth, produc- 
tion, and trade, in the article of tobacco, which has not been 
|| heretofore communicated to the House. 


. . 
It lies over, under the rule. 


| Mr. BLACKWELL introduced the following 
|, resolution; and it was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to re- 
port to this House the amourt of money expended for the 
| printing of the House of Representatives during the Twen- 
| ty Seventh Congress, and to whom paid; and that he also 
show what would have heen the amount under the resolu- 

tion of the House of the 11th day of June, 1841, reducing 
|| the price of printing twenty per cent. below the price under 
| the joint resolution of the House of the 3d of March, 1843; 
| and that he also inform the House whether any, and what, 

| portion of the printing of the House for that Congress re. 
| mains yet to be executed; and also what is the probable 
| cost of that which remains yet to be done. 


Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following res- 
olution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House the liabilities that existed against 








chase of a site for, and in the erection of, a ma- || 


and they are hereby, instructed to 


report.to thi 
| as early a day as possible, a bill to provide for the 


OUSe, x 

|| tion, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of Sean, 
| revenue, containing such provisions, guards, and Securitie 

| as will best effect the objects herein specified ; and to die 
| connect the Government revenue from all banking instity 


| tions. 








| On this he moved the previous question, 
} ; . 
| On seconding the demand for that questio, 
| tellers were demanded; and Messrs. Hanrazso, 
and Detier were appointed. They report 
eighty-one in the affirmative; which was deeme 
sufficient. e 
The yeas and nays were then taken on the 

adoption of the resolution—yeas 110, nays 58; 4 
follows: , 
| YEAS—Messts. Anderson, Beardsley, Belser, Bento, 
| Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, James A. Biacy’ 
| Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin. Boyd, Jacob Brinke;’ 
hoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwe, 
| Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus 4’ 

Chapman, Chilton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, 
|| Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis. Dilling 
| Douglas, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Parle 
| 





| Ficklin, French, Gilmer, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Han): 
| son, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Houston, Hubbel) 
| Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Joho. 
| son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston Kin 
Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCauslen, McC\¢j. 
land, MeCiernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Moore 
| Norris. Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Pratt, Rathbun, 
| David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Russell, 8; 
| John, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour 
| Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith’ 
| Steenrod, Stetsou, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Taylor 
| Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wi. 
liams, Wilkins, Woodward, and Wright—110. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Barringer, Barnard, Mi. 
ton Brown, Carroll, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Crans. 
ton,Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Fish, 
Florence, Foot, Frick, Giddings, Willis Green, Grider, Har. 
din, Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Inger. 
soll, Irvin. Jeaks, Perley B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, Me. 
Iivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, 
Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Ramsey, Rodney, 
Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Albert Smith, 
Andrew Stewart, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Van. 
meter, Vinton, White, and Winthrop—58. 


Mr. McDOWELL offered the following reso- 
lution, moved its adoption, and upon that motion 
demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill so modifying the present tariff as 
provide a revenue sufficient for the wants of the Govem- 
; ent, economically administered, and with such discrim- 
| ination as looks to this object, and no other. 

Mr. HALE moved that the House adjourn; but 
the yeas and nays being demanded, Mr. H.with- 
drew the motion. 

Mr. WHITE observed, that the call of tie 
States for resolutions not having been gone 
| through, that would, of course, be the business 
| 





for it in order to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER said he considered that the 
call for resolutions from those States which had 
not been called to-day, would be the regular order 
of business. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House then 
| adjourned. 
| 





The foyowing notices of petitions presented to-day, were 
| handed to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

| By Mr. RATHBURN: The petition of David Bartlett, of 
| the State of New York, for an invalid pension ; the petition 
| of William Glover, of the State of New York, praying for 
| an invalid pension; and the petition of William Slocum, of 
| New York. for an invalid pension ; which were referred to 
| the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

| By Mr. BOYD: The petition of sundry citizens of Pa- 
| ducah, Kentucky, praying the construction of a bridge 
| across the Ohio river. at the city of Wheeling. 

By Mr. KING, of New York: The petition of John Dav- 
ison, a revolutionary soldier, for a pension ; the petition of 
inhabitants of St. Lawrence county, New York, for & rt 
vision of the rates of postage ; and the petition and papers 


files of the House. and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of one hundred cit- 
izens of the town of Cicero, New York, asking for a reduc- 
tion of postage. and the abolition of the franking privilege. 


| the Treasury on the Ist of March, 1841; and a staremento‘ | 
|, the items that have been paid, and those which remain 
| unpaid. Al-o, that he furnish a statement of the revenue 
received from the sales of the public lands, and from the 
|| customs and other sources in each quarter, from the Ist of 








| 
| 
of John McCrea and Harvey Wakefield; taken from te 


Also, the petition of one hundred citizens of the town 
Lysander, New York, asking that a mail route may be & 
tablished from Baldwinsville, county of Onondaga, to 
cott, in the county of Wayne, New York. ; 

By Mr. CLINTON: The petition of Catharine 8. Cue, 
der and others, for a law granting pensions to widows 





which lies over one day: 


j 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- || 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a || 
naval depot upon the Mississippi or Ohio river, in accord- || 
ance with a recommendation contained in the report of the | 
Secretary of War bearing date tne 5th December, 1840. 


| 
Mr. GREEN, of Kentucky, submitted the fol- | 
lowing resolution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be ! 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of a ating || 
the sum of $200,000 annually, for ten years, to applied || 
te the semoval of the obstructions in the western rivers, |! 


March, 1841, to the present time. revaturidaary seldiers. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow- || | By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of Jame 

‘ Tre . - | 3 ; 

ing resolution; which was agreed to: ana, asking a donation of refuse lands, to assist in complet 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and || ing the Wabash and Erie canal ; which was referred to the 

Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || Committee on Public Lands. 

establishing a post route from Lynchburg, Lyncoin county, || Also, the petition of Benjamin McCamon and forty-eight 

Tennessee, to Newmarket, Madison county, Alabama, and || others, citizens of Sullivan county, Indiana, praying a grant 

report by bill or otherwise. |, of land in the Vineennes district, to improve the ee 

: . || of the Wabash river at the Rapids; w 

: Mr. DUNCAN offered the following resolu l) geared to the Comantttes on Public Landa. 

—_ | axils; the petition of Daniel Bi rand three hundred 

Resolved, That the Commitice of Ways and Means be, | and thirty-two others, citizens of Knox county, Ladies, 
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1844. 
1 
a grant of land in the Vincennes district, to improve 
the Grand Rapids of the Wabash river ; which was reterred | 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Daviess county, 
Indiana, asking a grant of land in the Vincennes district to 
assist in completing the Wabash and Erie Canal. 

By Mr. FRICK: the petition of a number of citizens of | 
Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, praying fora reduction of | 

age ou letters, periodicals, and newspapers. | 

Also, the petition of a number of inhabitants of Lycom- 
ing and Northumberland counties, Pennsylvania, praying | 
for he extension of a post route from Watsonstown to 
Mangerville, a distance of six miles. 

Also, the petition of John P. Schuyler, of Muncy Ly- 
coming county, Pennsylvania, praying for relief, for wounds 
received in the late war ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invali! Pensions. 





| 


By Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut: The petition of | 


Othureil Gillett, of Litchfield, Connecticut, for arrearages 
of pension ; which was referred to the Cominittee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. we fr 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Livingston county, Illinois, for change on mail 
route between Lexington, McLean, Pontiac, and Living- 
ston county, 80 a8 tO pass Indiana Grove; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of five hundred and | 
fourteen citizens of the county of Onondaga, New York, | 
asking Congress to reénact the law of the last Congress 


the revolutionary war. 


| 
By Mr. DUNLAP: A petition of sundry citizens of North 


Yarmouth, Maine, praying for the adjustment of losses by 
French cruisers prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Also, a petition of William Allen, praying for a*pension; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 
Also, the petition of Simeon Caswell, praying for a pen- 
sion ; which was referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pen- 


sions. 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Adams county, Pennsylvania, asking a reduction of the 
present rates Of postage. 

By Mr. BIDLACK: The petition of citizens of Catta- 








\| the discussion of the subject, he could show that, || the relief of the legal representatives of William 


whether as connected with the commercial inter- 


|| ests of the great West, or the commercial inter- 
|| ests of the whole country, it was of equal import- 


/ance that the works in this harbor should go on. 
| The memorial was referred to the Committee on 


|| Commerce. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 


| Britain, praying a pension for wounds received; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


| memorials on the files of the Senate, signed by | 
merchants of New York, asking Congress to. 
make such alterations in the existing law in rela- 
tion to drawbacks as to allow a drawback upon 


ish North American provinces. 
| those memorials be taken from the files, and re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce; which 


|| was agreed to. 
ting a pension to the widows of officers and soldiers of 


On motion of Mr. SEMPLE, it was 


praying an investigation of his invention on the subject of 
| coast defenses by means of fire-ships, be taken from the files, 
| and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 

Ordered, That the documents on the files relating to the 

| claim of Henry Funkhouser, for a balance due him under 

| & contract for supporting certain emigrating Indians, be 
taken therefrom, and referred to the Committee on Indian 

| Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. COLQUITT, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Samuel Walker and Fran- 





wissa, in the State of Pennsylvania, asking for the reduc- 
tion of postage ; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Otlice and Post Roads. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 4, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate the report of the Secretary of the Senate, 
showing the manner of the disbursement of the 
contingent fund; which, on motion of Mr. TAP- 
PAN, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from George 
Whitten, of the State of Maine, praying for a 

ension for injuries received in the service of the 
United States, in the last war with Great Britain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial signed by 
members of the bar of Alexandria, asking that 
the next judge to be appointed for the circuit court 
of the District of Columbia may be required, by 
law, to reside in that city; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from James 
Low, of Charlestown, Massachusetts, for a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. BARROW presented a petition from G. 


H. McFadden, Hale, and others, of Louisiana, || from one of those belonging to that army called 
citizens of the parish of Point Coupee, asking for || the police of the Capitol. His application had | 


the passage of a law granting them preémption to 
certain tracts of land in that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

_Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking a further appro- 
priation for the completion of the works com- 
menced in the harbor of Erie, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

_ Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from Wil- 
liam Grant, guardian of Thomas Westcalt, pray- 
ing for a restoration of pensions which he for- 
merly received, under the law of 1837, for the 
more equitable administration of the navy pen- 
sion fund; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, in reference to the naval 
seer law, praying that some provision may 

e made for those widows whose pensions were 
discontinued in consequence of the repeal of the 
law of 1837 for the nore equitable distribution of 
the naval pension fund; which was referred to the 

mmittee on Naval Affairs. 

_Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking a further appro- 
Priation of money to continue and complete the 
works begun in the harbor of Erie in that State. 

Mr. B. said, if this was the proper time to go into 


| cis G. Beatty, praying a consideration for injuries received 
| by pe falling of the scaffold on which they were at work on 
| the Treasury building, be taken from the files, and referred 
| to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


| On motion of Mr. CHOATE, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Edward Earle, the inven- 
| tor and patentee of a process of preserving vegetable mat- 
ter from decay, and open, its adoption at the various 
armories, arsenals, and navy-yards of the United States, be 
taken froin the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs. 
JAMES WILSON. 
Mr. TAPPAN remarked that a few days ago 
| a petition from James Wilson, the keeper of the 
gate at the Capitol, praying for an increase of 
compensation, had been referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 
This reference was improperly made. He is not 
yaid from the contingent fund of the Senate. 
hat committee, therefore, have nothing to do 
with it. It should have been referred to the 


| 





haw moved to discharge the Committee on the 


ation, and to refer it to that committee. 

Mr. DAYTON, chairman of the Committee 
on Public Buildings, inquired what the nature of 
| the petition was, if it was not properly referable 


| to the Committee on the Contingent Expenses ? 
Mr. TAPPAN replied that it-was a petition 








|| nothing to do with the contingent fund. 


The committee was accordingly discharged ; | 


; and the petition was referred to the Committee 
on the Public Buildings and Grounds. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 


to which was referred the petition of George 
Harrison, praying to be reimbursed for liability 


thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill granting a certain 
gpeatly of land to aid in the improvement of the 
| 








subject be indefinitely postponed. 


n motion of Mr. PHELPS, the question was | 


laid oa the table for the present. : 
} BILLS INTRODUCED. 


‘|| Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill for 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. | 


Contingent Expenses from its further consider- | 
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|| John Becraft, a soldier in the last war with Great | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. || 
Mr. HUNTINGTON said there were several | 


goods reéxported in original packages to the Brit- | 
He moved that | 


| 


| 


Walker; which was read twice, dnd, with a doc- 
ument, (being an argument of the attorney of the 
legal representative,) was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, of leave, introduced a bill 
making an appropriation for the continuation of 
the Cuinberland road in the States of Ohio, ladi- 
ana, and Illinois; which waa read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FULTON gave notice that he would, to- 
mortow, ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
to extend the franking privilege to the ex-Vice 
Presidents of the United States. 


| RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Mississippi City to Jackson, 
in Mississippi. 


Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 


‘| tion; which was agreed to: 
Ordered, That the memorial of Uriah Brown, of Ilinois, || ; 7 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route froin Carlysle, by Hanover and 
| Marcoutch, to Belleville, in St. Clair county, in the State of 
| Illinois. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate all the correspond- 
ence in the War Departinent in relation to the proceedings 


the State of Mississippi, on the Dancing Rabbit creek 
treaty. 


TITLE TO OREGON. 


Mr. ARCHER said that the resolution sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALuEn,] 
touching the Oregon question, had been laid on 
the table to accommodate him. He now rose to 
| make his acknowledgments to that honorable 
Senator for his forbearance to press the resolu- 
tion in consequence of his indisposition. Ee had 
no objection to taking up the resolution now, 
with a view to its passage. 

The resolution was then taken up, and read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to Iny before 
the Senate, if in his judgment that may be done without 
prejudice to the public interests, a copy of any instructions 
which may have been given by the Executive to the Amer- 
ican Minister in England on the subject of the title to, and 
occupation of Oregon, since the 4th day of March, 1841; 
also, a copy of any correspondence which may have passed 
between this Government and that of Great Britain in rela- 
tion to that subject, since that time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD had no objection at all to 
the information which the resolution eee to 
obtain from the Executive Department; but ever 
since the Senator from Ohio had submitted the 
resolution, he had entertained considerable doubt 
in his own mind whether, during the pending of 
a negotiation between the Executive af this Gov- 


} 

| 
| 
i 
|; and conduct of the Choctaw commission now sitting in 
i 

i 

i} 


} 
} 
| 





for amount of over payment made by him while || 
paymaster in the Army, made an adverse report | 


ox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect the | 
| same by a canal, in the Territory of Wisconsin; | 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. | 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the | 
| Post Office and Post Roads, moved that that | 
committee be discharged from the further con- | 
sideration of the petition of Ira Day, praying | 
compensation for carrying the mail; and that the | 


ernment and the Government of Great Britain, the 
Senate should ask for the communication of the 
correspondence on the subject from the Executive, 
until the conclusion of that negotiation. It seemed 
to him that this was a subject which deserved 
| very serious consideration; and, although the res- 
| olution was worded in the guarded manner in 
which such resolutions are usually worded— 
| although it was left to the President of the United 
States, whether he should conceive it consistent 
with the public interests to give the information 
| called for; yet he was very mnch disposed to doubt 
It was a res- 
1 olution that should be seriously considered by the 
ly Senate While he said this, he could not be sus- 
| pected by the honorable Senator from Ohio of 
|| throwing any obstacle in the way of the passage 
of the resolution. His solicitude arose only from 
| 
| 


EES 


| 
| 





|| the policy of the course proposed. 


a desire on his part to adopt no rule of proceedin 

in the Senate which should hereafter create diffi- 

culty. It seemed to him that to establish a rule 
| calling upon the President of the United States 

for correspondence in reference to any aa of 
and foreign 
|| Governments, would be to establish a rule which, 
| in all probability, would be attended with much 
|| difficulty. He therefore rose to call the attention 
| of the Senate to the subject, that the resolution 
| 


|| negotiations between this count 


might not pass entirely unobserved, rather than 
for the purpose of throwing any obstacle in the 
way of the passage of the resolution. If the Sen- 
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ator from Ohio had no objection, he would move 
that the subject be laid on the table for the pres- 
ent, and that it be called up at some future time. 

‘Mr. ALLEN was well aware that the Senator 
from Kentucky could have none but a proper 
motive for the motion which.it was his intention 
to make; but he was also equally well aware that 
the mass of the people west of the Alleghanies 
felt a deep interest in the question of the imme- 


diate oceupation of the Oregon territory by this | 


Government. He thought that the apprehen- 


sions of the Senator from Kentucky were enter- | 


tained without sufficient foundation. He held 
that to refuse this inquiry on the grounds taken 
by the Senator from Romuaky, would be to 
establish, for the first time, a precedent which 
might be worked to the detriment of the best in- 
terests of the country. I[t was not proposed by 
this resolution to establish any new precedent, 


The precedent on which it rested was as old as | 


the Senate itself; and, on reference to its Journals, 
it would be found that this mode of calling on the 
Executive for information in relation to a subject 
of this nature has been pursued almost as much 
as on any other subject of information, He knew 


very well, that, by the Constitution of the United | 
States, the Presideut of the United States had the 


initiation of all negotiations with foreign Gov- 
ernments; but that is all he has. 
sole and absolute power to bind this Government, 
independent of any act of the other branch of the 
Government, designated by the Constitution to 
ratify his acts. The Senatorasked, why call for 
thia information pending the negotiation now 
going on? = fElis answer was, why call for it after 
the negotiation is concluded—when all is done 
for good or for evil that the Executive can do? 
It was but a poor remedy for the evil done, to 


call on him to furnish the grounds of his decision | 
The example of the manner in | 


in the matter. 
which the British treaty had been negotiated 
should admonish the Senate on this point. 

The Senate of the United States has a duty to 
perform; but it is impossible for it to effect any- 
thing in arresting public calamity, if it does not 
interfere till the work of calamity is so far ad- 
vanced that it cannot be arrested. The Senate 
need not be reminded of the discussions which 
the British treaty had given rise to in this Cham- 
ber. All that took place on that subject had been 
made known tothe public. But he would appeal 
to the Senators in the majority, and ask them, 
was it not within their recollection that, against 
the strongest arguments, the treaty was agreed 
to by two thirds of the body, on the ground that 
the Executive had. acted in the matter, and that 
the honor of the country would be compromitted 


by any departure from the negotiation concluded. | 


It was maintained, in defense of this course, by 
two thirds of this body, that the calamity of the 
country would be greater in refusing the concur- 
rence of the Senate, than in accepting the treaty 
as it was. Yet the treaty was made before the 


Senate could act, it was consummated within the | 


reach of a strong man’s voice from the Senate, 
though it contained provisions repugnant to the 
sense of a large majority of this body, still it 
went through with a majority of two thirds, be- 
cause each 
saw that it was too late to do otherwise than con- 
firm the act of the Executive. 
gined that so many Senators, standing here as the 
representatives of sovereign States themselves, 
would have agreed to a treaty by which one of 
the States of this Union was to be dismembered, 
and nearly a fourth of its territory taken from it 
and cast as an additional fragment into the terri- 
tory of the British empire,—could it be imagined 
that two thirds of this Senate would have had any 
occasion to give their vote for the confirmation of 
such a treaty in the shape in which it was pre- 
sented for confirmation, had the rights of this 
body been exercised before the negotiation of it 
had been brought to a conclusion. True, the 
Senate had had the correspondence of the two 
Governments along with the treaty; but it was 
too late; it was at a time when it could effect no 
good, and was, therefore, of nouse. Here, now, 


was an opportunity of profiting by the example. | 


A treaty is negotiating between this Government 


and the Government of Great Britain, in relation | 


to the Territory of Oregon. 


He remembered seeing in the newspapers since | 


the last session of Congress, the fact stated, that 





rights and welfare of the British empire. 


| subject of legislative action, it was proper that the 
| nature of the negotiation should be known to the 
| legislative body pending the act of legislation, lest 


| executive and legislative departments of the Gov- 


the Senate of the United States, pending a nego- 


| its conclusion. 
| 
He has not the || 


has been exercised, which renders its power im- 
_ potent, it is in effect, left without the power con- 


_ resolution is the precautionary language always } 
|, employed in like resolutions calling for informa- 
| tion in relation to the correspondence of this Gpov- || 

ernment with foreign Governments. 


itnot, Thecondition of any question being known || 


nator acting on the state of the case | 


_and willing to meet it. 
read a report of Mr. Peel’s speech after the Sen- | 


| would have been a cause of war. 


| tiplied ! 


_ could have no operation on the American people, 
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i} 


about this very negotiation. His answer, couche 


in all the ambiguity familiar to ministers in his 
situation, was such as, without being very defi- 
nite, conveyed the idea that such a negotiation 
was going on as would eventually oe Se 
This 
negotiation was going on after the Senate of the 
United States had passed a bill for the occupation || 
of the territory, and made the question a legisla- || 
tive question; and now it is going on, while a bill | 
lately introduced is actually the subject of pres- | 

| 

| 


\| 
| 


ent legislation, in conformity with the expressed | 
wishes of the American people. Having reason | 
to believe that a negotiation was going on upona | 


a conflict of action might take place between the 


ernment. Now, he held that it was the right of 
tiation anywhere, or for any object, to demand 
of the President of the United States, that he shall 
place before this body, information as to all the 
steps and stages of that negotiation previous to 
The Senate, by the Constitution 
is made a part of the negotiating power; and if it 
is to exercise its power only after another power 


ferred upon it by the Constitution. 
He undertook to say that the language of this 


The Pres- || 
ident has the authority to make the first move. || 
He acts in advance of the Senate—with it, or with | 


to him, he is better able to judge the propriety || 
and policy of entering upon the negotiation. 

It is a matter addressed to his own judgment. | 
Either it is right, or it is wrong, to lay the cor- | 
respondence relative to the pending negotiation || 
before the Senate. If it be right, he can send it || 
here. If it be wrong, he will keep it to himself, i 


and inform the Senate that it is notexpedient for || 


| the public service yet to disclose the correspond- || 
| ence. 


But this resolution was not only right on gen- || 
eral principles, but it was particularly important | 
that it should be adopted, when the question to 
which it refers was a subject of legislative action. | 
When the Senate is acting on the Oregon bill, is || 


it not to know what may be the consequence of | 


passing that bill? And how is it to know it, if ¢ 
the state of the case is to be concealed from the || 


Senate? It wiil, if not informed on this subject |, 
/ by the Executive, be legislating in the dark. || 
The President may be bound to one state of || 
_ things, whilé Congress, by its solemn law, binds || 
the country to another; and then the spectacle is || 

| presented to the world of the question standing || 
| on two totally different grounds in consquence || 
_ of the simultaneous action of two branches of the | 
1! 

' 


Government, the one acting without the requisite 
knowledge of the action of the other. Whatso- 
the information called for, the country is ready 
He remembered to have | 


ate had passed the Oregon bill of last session, in | 
which he said that that bill, had it become a law, | 
This was the 

declaration made by the Prime Minister of Eng- | 


| 
j 
land in his place in Parliament, and therefore it 
cannot be supposed that it was a declaration | 
| made without authority, or without a motive. It 
| was a declaration made for the purpose of admon- 


ishing the Congress of the United States, that, 


_under the threat of war, it should keep still on | 


the subject of the Oregon Territory, and leave 
the matter to negotiation. Cause of war! A | 
declaration made by the British Minister with | 


regard to the action of one branch of this Gov- 


ernment in relation to its own territory—a terri- 
tory as large as that of England three times mul- | 
If that British Minister thought that 
such a declaration was calculated to make any 


| impression on the representatives of the people 


of this country, he was greatly mistaken. It 


' 
‘ 


negotiation was; and he wanted the A 
people to see it. If it is necessary to prepare fop 


| the countr 
| Senate ha 


| the motion to la 


January 4, 


acall had been made on Mr. Peel, the British | and certainly should have none on their re re. 
Minister, in Parliament, as to what was cone || sentatives. P 


He now wanted to see what the state of this 
Merican 


the alternative of war or the surrender of their 


territory, the American people will send millions 
to maintain their rights the moment they know 


the fact. 4 
Should this resolution be laid on the table— 


which he trusted it would not; for, if it was, it 
| could not be from any other motive than the mo. 


tive which would resist the action of the Senate 
on the bill lately introduced—no Senator woulj 
be able to say Br he should vote knowing} 

wisely, and with that action necessary for deli. 
erative legislation. That he could vote on the bij 
while negotiation on the subject of it was goin 
on between the two Governments, and vote yp. 
derstandingly, without the information called fo, 
by this resolution, seemed to him impossible, |; 
could not be done. The Senate, in the absence 
of that information, would have to legislate in the 
dark, and that by its own volition; because jt 


_commanded it to the dark, where the power ex. 


isted of commanding the light. The Senate put 
this resolution on the table, and tien votes to put 
the bill also on the table, on the plea that it knows 
not what has been done with regard to the nego. 
tiation. Would this be a satisfactory excuse to 
for not acting on the bill, after the 
refused to obtain the information ne- 
cessary for its action? For his part, he should 
not return to his constituents with any such ex. 
cuse. He would not go home and tell his con. 
stituents that certain negotiations were going on, 
concerning which he had refused to make any 
inquiry, and therefore he had not been ready to 
act upon the bill; and especially after the intima- 
tion of the British Minister that the action of the 
Senate, had it become a law, would have been 
considered a cause of war. He did not know that 
it would actually have been a cause of war; but 
if it had been, he could say that the country was 


| prepared to meet the consequence. 


If the resolution now under consideration should 
fail before the Senate in its present capacity, he 
should try it again when the Senate should as- 
sume another capacity, when it would be unques- 
tionably within its province, to call for the inform- 
ation. If the Senator from Kentucky thought 
proper to renew his motion to lay the resolution 
on the table, he should feel constrained to demand 


| the yeas and nays on that question. 


r. MOREHEAD rose to renew his motion. 
He had not intended, in making the motion, to 
give rise to a discussion on the merits of the res- 
olution. He had expressed to the Senate the 
doubts which he entertained as to the propriety 
of adopting a resolution like this, at the present 
stage of the negotiation. He was not satisfied 
with regard to the propriety of the action of the 
Senate on the resolution then. He had not risen 
to make any opposition to it. His sole object was 
to delay action on the subject, until the Senate 
should have an opportunity of reflecting more de- 
liberately on the resolution. This was the onfy 


| object he had in view. It was his desire that the 
| members of that body should have time to make 
_ever may be the consequence of communicating || 
Could it be ima- || 


up their minds on the subject. It was one of mach 


| importance, and should be calmly and deliberately 


considered. 

He was not very clear that it was the duty of 
the Senate, at any time pending a very important 
and delicate negotiation, the interruption of which 
might lead to war, to interfere with the negota- 
tion in progress and carrying on by that depart 
ment of the Government to whom the Constitu- 
tion has intrusted the power of carrying on such 
negotiations. That they should interfere with the 
movements of that department, he was not sure 
was proper for the Senate to do. He did not 
know whether there were any precedents on the 
subject or not; but that was of very little import 
ance, as he considered this the exercise of a right, 
if it existed, which was addressed to their judg: 
ment and sense of propriety. The question wes 
whether, in the pending negotiations, it should 
be their duty to interfere with the progress of su 


‘negotiations? He desired to have some time for 


reflection, and it was with that view he renewed 
the matter on the table. He 
hoped the consideration of the resolution 

‘be postponed till next Tuesday. 
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Mr. ALLEN said that it might then be too late; 








bat if the Senator from Kentucky wished the | 


ostponement for information, and did not con- 
sider that the object of the resolution would be 
defeated by the delay, he would have no objec- 
tion to postponing it till to-morrow or the next 


ay MOREHEAD observed that the honor- | 


able chairman of the Committee on Foreign Re- 


jations {Mr. Arcner} had not been, of late, as | 
was well known by the Senate, in a condition of || 


health which would enable him to look into the 
subject or to examine precedents; and it was with 
a view of affording that gentleman, as well as 
others, an opportunity of inquiry, that he had 
renewed the motion—not for the purpose of in- 
terfering with the object of the Senator from 


Ohio. aah 
Mr. ALLEN said he was willing, under those || 
circumstances, that the resolution should be post- || 


poned to Monday. 

Mr. MOREIIEAD inquired if there was nota 
special order for that day ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore answered in 
the affirmative. . 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the resolution was |, 


laid over till Monday next. 
POST OFFICE ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. MERRICK remarked that, some days 

o, a resolution was adopted, on his suggestion, 
calling upon the Postmaster General to furnish 
copies of certain accounts, kept in all the post 
ofaces in the United States, of the letters, papers, 
and pamphlets passing through the mails during 
the month of October. He found, on inquiry, 
that those accounts comprise two or three large 
volumes. To make copies of them would incur 
a heavy and mpnanonany expense. He there- 
fore proposed to supersede the call by a resolu- 
lution in a modified form, calling for a synopsis 
of those accounts. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 
furnish the Senate with a synopsis of the account he caused 
to be kept of the number of letiers, newspapers, painphiets, 
&e., which passed through the mails of the United States 
during the month of October last; and that the copies of said 


accounts called for by the resolution of the Senate of the 2d 
day of January be dispensed with. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
THE LORD’S Day. 
Mr. MERRICK said he had received a copy of 


acircular letter from some gentlemen in Baltimore 
city, who styled themselves the friends of the 
Lord’s day, acompanied with a request that he 
would have it read to the Senate. ‘Those gertle- 
men, he believed, proposed to hold a convention 
in that city for the purpose of taking measures to 
induce or promote a more strict observance of that 
day as a day of rest from wordly employments. 
He desired to be particularly respectful to those 
gentlemen. He would treat their request with 
all due respect, but he did not think the circular 
was one proper to be presented to the Senate. 
He had no doubtit originated from the most pure 
and elevated motives; and, as it was perfectly re- 
spectful in language, he hoped it would be read 
as was desired. He presented it for that pur- 
pose. 

The CHAIR remarked that, as the circular was 
notaddressed to the Senate, and was notconnected 
with any business pending before that body, he 
did not think that it was in order to have it read, 
except by permission of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON then objected to the reading of 
the circular. 

Mr. MERRICK said the circular was not ad- 
dressed to the Senate, but to him, with a request 
that it should be read to the Senate. Its object 
was to one the general observance of the 
Lord’s day; and as this body have all proper re- 
*pect for that day, he did not think they would be 
committing any great impropriety in acceding to 
the wish of those addressing the circular, though 
it did not propose any legislative action. He sub- 
mitted to the decision of the Chair. 


EXCUSED FROM SERVICE. 


Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that he had been 
‘laced upon two committees of the Senate—the 
ommittee on Claims and the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. From his little experience 


re 








since he had been engaged in the business of the 
latter committee, he was convinced that he could 
not attend to the duties of both committees. He 
therefore wished to be excused from serving on 
| the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
The question was taken, and he was excused 
On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the President 
pro tempore was empowered to appoint another 
| member to fill the vacancy. 


EDWARD KINNARD. 
On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Sen- 


ate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Edward Kinnard. 

The bill directs the Treasurer of the United 
States to pay to said Kinnard the sum of fifty 
dollars; being the amount of a penalty inflicted on 
and paid by him in New Orleans, for not having, 
/as by law directed, his name indorsed on the re- 
gister of the ship Pactolus, of which he was com- 
| mander. 

Mr. HAYWOOD, though averse to taking up 
the time of the Senate, felt himself bound to oppose 
| the further consideration of this bill. It was not, 

he contended, a case for the Senate to act on; it 
being expressly provided by the laws of the Uni- 
| ted States, that where a forfeiture or fine is in- 
| curred under said laws, the individual incurring 
such, if he finds or considers himself aggrieved, 
has his remedy in applying to the district judge, 
| giving sufficient notice to the district attorney, 
and producing in court such proofs as he may be 
| possessed of, to substantiate his claim to relief. 
In the present case, these steps have not been 
| taken; and he must, therefore, oppose any action 
on the bill by the Senate. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON agreed with Mr. Hay- 
| woop in his view of the law, but supposed that 
he had not taken into consideration the fact that 
| money once paid into the Treasury for fines or 
| otherwise, could not be refunded withouta special 
_act. In the present case, the money was so paid; 
and so satisfied were the officers in whose hands 
the power lay, that, if the application had been 
made to them in time, accompanied by the proofs 
since submitted, that the offense was altogether 
| accidental, they would have at once remitted the 
| penalty. The committee to whom the case had 
| been referred fully satisfied themselves that there 
| was nothing willful to be complained of in the 
| matter, felt it their duty to report the bill. 


ciple of the Senate entertaining such claims, when 


ment elsewhere; but if a claim must come before 


effect of accident, or other cause, over which he 
could have no control. Ignorance of the law, 


of a law so generally known and interesting to 
those of his profession. 


funding is, therefore, on the ground that he did 
not know his duty. It was, he maintained, an 


ing the favorable consideration of the Senate. 


not willful; that this captain had no intention to 
violate the law; that it was a mere mistake, and 
a very natural one, too, under the circumstances 
of the case. It was by mere accident that the 
name was omitted to be written on the register. 


There being no further debate, the bill was re- || 


ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after a short time spent therein, the doors 
| were opened. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


On motion, it was agreed that, when the Sen- 
| ate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
| next. 

| On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then 
, adjourned. 


©. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HAYWOOD contended against the prin- | 
' the law provided so abundantly for their adjust- | 


this body, the person so claiming must have | 
something stronger to advance than that the omis- | 
sion for which he has been fined was caused by | 
| neglect; he must be able to show that it was the‘ 


especially in the present case, could not be re- |, 
ceived as an excuse. The captain o4commander 
of a ship, it must be assumed, cannot be ignorant | 


If so, it only proves | 
him unfit for his situation; and the prayer for re- | 


act of willful negligence, and, as such, not merit- | 


r. HUNTINGTON briefly replied that the | 
committee was,convinced that the omission was | 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate pro- 
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The Journal was read and approved, 

REVENUE TARIFF. 


Mr. TIBBATTS said he wished to give notice 
that he intended, at the proper time, to move for 


| the reconsideration of the vote on the rejection of 


the resolution offered yesterday by the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Biack,] for the revision of 
the tariff. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that 
it would then be in order to make that motion. 

Mr. TIBBATTS accordingly moved to recon- 
sider the yote on the rejection of the said resolu- - 
tion; which was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report a bill, as soon as practicable, revising 
the present tariff, and imposing duties on imports on the 
principle of revenue only. 

Mr. BLACK inquired whether it would be in 
order to move for a call of the House before 
taking the vote on the question; and being an- 
swered by the Speaker in the affirmative, he made 

hat motion. 

Mr. PAYNE suggested to the gentleman to let 
his motion lie over for the present. 

Mr. BLACK replied that if the gentleman 
would give him any goed reason for letting his 
motion lie over, he would accede to his request. 

Mr. PAYNE said he wished to avoid the con- 
sumption of time, as the same subject would 
come up to-day on the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 

The question on ordering a call of the House 
was then put, and carried. 

Mr. McCLERNARD inquired if the unfinished 
business of yesterday, being the call on the States 
for resolutions, would not first come up? 

The SPEAKER replied that the call of the 
House and motion for a reconsideration being 
| privileged questions, would have the preference 
| over all other business. 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked if the resolution of the 
| gentleman from Ohio, on the subject of the tariff, 
| would not come up to-day. If so, the object of 
the gentleman could be best attained by taking 
the question on that resolution. 

The SPEAKER said that resolution would be 
| the first in order after finishing the business then 

before the House. 

The call of the House was then proceeded with; 
resulting in one hundred and seventy-three having 
answered to their names. 

The absentees were then called, when it was 
| ascertained that one hundred and eighty-four 

members were present. 

Mr. WELLER observed that all the members 
| who were in the city were no doubt in attend- 
/ance. He would, therefore, move that all further 
proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. TIBBATTS now mayed the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote of yesterday on Mr. Biack’s res- 
olution, with the view of offering the following as 
|| a substitute: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report a bill so modifying the present tariff of 
duties on imports as to provide, with the other resources of 
|| the Treasury, a revenue sufficient for, and limited to, the 
| wants of the Government, economically administered, and 

with such discrimination as shall not operate oppressively 
on one part of the community for the benefit of another. 
Mr. SAUNDERS moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table; which was agreed to. 
Mr. SAUNDERS then moved the previous 
question on the motion of the gentleman from 
» Ohio, [Mr. McDowe 1,] which now came up in 
order. 

This resolution was offered at a late hour yes- 
terday, andthe previous question was demanded 
on it; but the House adjourned before any action 
was had thereon. Nh ‘ 

The resolution was in the following terms: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be’ 
instructed to report a bill so modifying the present tariff as 
to provide a revenue sufficient for the wants of the Govern- 
ment, economically administered, and with such discrim- 
ination as looks to this object and no other. 


Mr. RHETY called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WintrHRopP 
and Payne were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
piparad ayes 81, noes 21. 
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‘The previous question having been seconded, | 


and the main question ordered, 

Mr. WELLER called fr the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 84, nays 102; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Belser, Benton, Edward J. Black, James 
A. Biack, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinker- 
hoff, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John 
Ww. Davis, Detlet, Dickinson, Douglas, Duncan, Dunlap, 
Ficklin, Gilmer, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, | 
Haralson, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Houston. Hughes. James 
B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Kennedy, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCauslen, McClernand, McConnell, 
Me Dowell, McKay Mathews, Moore, Norris,Owen, Payne, 
Petit, Emery D. Potter, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
Rhett, St. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, 
Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, John 
Stewart, Stiles, Taylor, Thompson, Weller, Wentworth, 
and Woodward—&4. 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Barringer, 
Rarnard, Beardsley, Bidlack, James Black, Brodhead, Jer- 
emiah Brown, Buflington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Chilton, 
Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Garrett Davis, Rich 
ard 1D). Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Drom- 
= Ellis, Farlee. Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, French, 
rick, 

Hays, Henley, Hubbell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles 

J. Ingersoll, Joseph RK. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. | 
Johnson, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, | 
McClelland, Mefivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, 

Moseley, Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, 

Phenix. Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, Ramsey, Rathbun, Almor | 
H. Read, Charlies M. Reed, Ritter, Rodney, Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, David L. Sey 
mour, Simons, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Stone, Sykes, 
Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, Winthrop, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—102. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


The call for resolutions from States was then 
proceded with, the State of Ohio being next in 
order. : 


Giddings, Willis Green, Grider, Hardin, Harper, ¢ 


Mr. HARPER offered the following; which | 


dD? 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting an act 
to amend the actof the 10th March, 1538, entitled “* An act 
to change the ume of holding the circuit and district courts 
in the district of Ohio,” approved June 1, 1842; and that 
the petitions in relation to that subject, now on the files of 
this House, be taken therefrom, and referred to said com- 
mittee. 


Mr. VINTON offered the following; which 
lies over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the present Committee on Commerce 
shall hereafter be called *‘ the Committee on Foreign Com- 
merce,’’ whose duty it shall be to take into consideration 
ai! such petitions, matters, or things touching the commerce 
of the United States with foreign nations, as shall be re- 
ferred to them by the House ; and, from time to time, to re- 
port their opinion thereon, together with such propositions 
relative thereto, as to them shall seem expedient. And 


there shall also be a standing committee of nine members, | 
to be called “the Committee on Commerce among the | 


States,’? whose duty it shall be to take into consideration 
all such petitions, matters, or things, touching the commerce 


ainong the several States, as shall be referred to thei by | 
the House ; and, from time to time, to report their opinion 
thereon, together with such propositions relative thereto, as | 


to them shall seem expedient. 


Mr. MOORE offered the following resolution; | 


which lies over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before this House, at his earliest convenience, any plan or 
recommendations he may think expedient and proper in 
relation to the reorganization and discipline of the militia. 


Mr. SCHENCK submitted the following res- | 


olution; which lies over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 
placing on the pension list the surviving widows and or 
phans of the officers and crew who perished in the United 
States schooner Grampus; and to report by bill or other- 
Wise. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following; which 


lies over, under the rule: ° 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause to 
be laid before the House a statement showing the value of 
manufactures of wool, cotton, silk, flax, iron, glass, paper, 
hemp, and the quantity of sugar, molasses, tea, coffee, 
hemp, cordage, and salt, imported annually, after deduct. 
ing the reéxportations entitled to drawback ; the rate of 
duty and amount of duty, deduction being made for draw- 


back, which accrued annually on each respectively, from | 
1800 to 1811, from 1812 to 1815, from 1816 to 1824, from 1825 | 


to 1828, from 1829 to 1832, affd from 1833 to 1842, inclusive. 
2. A statement showing the value of §nports, and the 
amount of duties which accrued thereon, after deducting 
drawbacks, annually from 1800 to 1842, inclusive. 3. A 
statement showing the quantity of refined sugar imported, 
the rate of drawback, and the amount of such drawback, 
annually, during the same period. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. DAWSON offered the following resolution, 
and moved the previous question: , 

Resolved, That on Saturday next, at three o’clock, the 
debate upon bili No. 1 [General Jackson’s} shall cease, and 
the committee shall proceed to vote upon any amendments | 
that may be pending, or that may be submitted; and then | 
report the bill, with such amendments as shall have been | 
agreed to, to the House. 

Upon the motion for the previous question, tell- | 
ers were demanded. 
| Messrs. C.Jounsonand Jenks were appointed 
| to act as tellers; and, having counted the votes, | 
| they reported 85 in the affirmatfVve, and 55 in the | 
negative. : 

The SPEAKER then put the question, ‘Shall 
the main question be now put?” which was 
agreed to, and the yeas and nays demanded on 
the passage of the resolution; which being or- | 
_ dered, were taken, and resulted—yeas 118, nays 
| 55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Barringer, Beardsley, Benton, 
Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brod- 
head, William J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Cald- 
well, Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus 
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King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Trelang 
of the 6th September, 1827, continuing indefinitely the Pro. 
visions of the third article of the convention of 20th October 
1818, relative to the joint occupancy by Great Britain and 
the United States of America, of certain lands on the orth 
west coast of America, westward of the Stony mountain ‘. 
commonly called the Territory of Oregon, the Presiden; of 
the United States be requested to give due notice of twely. 
months to the Government of Great Britain, that, after th, 
expiration of the said term of notice, the United States of 
America will annul and abrogate the said convention of the 
6th September, 1827, so continuing the provisions of the third 
— of the convention of 20th October, 1818, as afore. 
said. 


On motion of Mr. HENLEY, the following 
resolution was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be gj. 
rected to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for a regulation of the fees allowed to the proper officers for 


certificates and other papers issused to foreigners Wishing 
to become citizens of the United States. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, submitted the fo}. 
lowing resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office anq 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reducing the postage of letters so as to make but two rates 








A. Chapman, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cul- 
lom, Dana, Daniel, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dillingham, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, 


Farlee, Ficklin, Florence, Foster, French, Frick, Gilmer, | 
Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, 
Holmes, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, Washing- | 


ton Hunt, James B. Hunt,Irvin, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones,Preston King, Kirkpatrick, La- 
branche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mc- 
Causlen, McClelland, McConnell, McKay, Moore, Edward 
J. Morris, Newton, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Phe- 
nix, Pratt, Rathbun, Almon H. Read, David 8. Keid, Red- 
ing, Relfe, Rhett, Kitter, Russell, St. John, Saunders, 
Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas 


Williams, Wilkins, Woodward, Joseph A. 
Yost—118. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Belser, Bowlin, Mil- 


|| ton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Carroll, Chilton, Collamer, 


Cranston, Dean, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Douglas, Drom- 
goole, Fish, Foot, Giddings, Willis Green, Grider, Hardin, 
Harper, Hoge, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jameson, 


McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Mathews, Joseph Morris, 
Morse, Moseley, Nes, Norris, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. 
Potter, Emery D. Potter, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Rogers, 
Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, David L. Seymour, 
John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stew- 
art, Taylor, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, 
Weller, Wentworth, White, and Winthrop—55. 


There not being two thirds of the votes in the 
affirmative, the resolution was not agreed to. 





Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, offered the following; | 


which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
so modifying the present tariff, as to abolish the duty on 
salt. 


lie over: 


Resolved, That all branches of industry ought to be placed, 
or rather left, on the same footing; and that no legislative 
advantage ought to be given to one class of our citizens 
following any particular occupation, over any other class 
following any other occupation. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to bring in a bill providing for an exclusively ad 
valorem tariff upon all importations at the lowest rate of 
per cent. that will, in their opinion, furnish the necessary 
revenue for the United States. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, offered the following 
resolution; which also lies over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be required to 
report to this House, at as early a day of the present ses- 
| sion as convenient, when the squadron under the command 
of Lieutenant John 8. McLaughlin was ordered into the 
service of the Florida war; the number and grade of ves- 
sels under his command ; and the whole number of men, 
officers, sailors, soldiers, and marines, stated separately ; 
the amount of pay received by the commandant; if any 
extra or additional, for what, and how much, stating the 
amount of pay given to each class of officers separately ; 
how long it was from the sailing of the squadron to the end 
of the expedition ; the amountof all kinds cf supplies prop- 
erly chargeable to said expedition, stating the kinds of sup- 
plies under their proper heads, and giving the hospital sup- 
ply in detail ; also, to state the Joss of life in the expedition, 
those who fell victims to the climate by sickness and those 
who were killed in battle, their number (not their names ;) 
and the number of the enemy that were killed or taken in 
battle ; to state the average number of sick in the hospital 
during the time indicated; also, to state whether canoes 
were used in the expedition against the Indians ; what was 





the cost of the aggregate, and what the cost of each sepa- | 


rately. 


On motion of Mr. OWEN, the following reso- 


lution was referred to the Committee on Foreign | 


Affairs: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of .Americain Congress assembled, That 
in accordance with the provisions of the second article of a 
convention between the United States of America, and the 





Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, | 
Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, | 
Wright, and | 


Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, McClernand, | 


Mr. PETTIT offered the following; which also | 


of postage—all letters under three hundred miles, five cents: 
and all letters of three hundred miles and upwards, ten 
cents; and of confining the franking privilege of postmas. 
ters to official business connected with their office ; and of 
reducing and curtailing the franking privilege of members 
of Congress to a definite and limited number of letters, re. 
ducing the weight of the package they are allowed to frank; 
and of confining the Post office Department to the business 
|| that properly belongs to the same, and not subject the same 
|| to the immense business of the other Departinents of the 
Government; and report by bill or otherwise, 


Mr. A. H. READ moved that the House pro- 
ceed to the election of Postmaster. 
Mr. FICKLIN hoped the gentleman would 
suffer the business of receiving resolutions to be 
| finished. 
| The SPEAKER said that the motion was not 
then in order. 


Mr. THOMPSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to 
this House to legalize the sales of certain lands, made at 
Chocchuma and Columbus, Mississippi, which, after the 
definitive establishment of the boundary line between the 
|, Choctaw and Chickasaw cessions, have been found to lie 
| within the latter cession. 


| Mr. HAMMETT submitted the following res- 
|| olution; which was considefed and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Navat Affairs be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
| navy-yard and depot near the city of Natchez, in the State 
of Mississippi. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, submitted the follow- 
| ing resolution; which lies over one day: 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
|| structed to inquire into the expediency of the passage of a 
law donating eighty acres of land to every actual settler, 
being the head of a family, and living with the same, and 
not now the owner of land, and who, through misfortune 
or otherwise, is unable to purchase: said land to be se- 
lected from any lands belonging to the Government which 
have been in market and subject to entry not less than ten 
years. 


Mr. HARDIN submitted the following resolu- 








tion; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House, at as early a period as practicable, 
what amount of appropriations have been made by each 
Congress, since the 4th of March, 1821, for the following 

purposes: . 
| 1. For erecting and repairing light-houses, and for build- 
ing and repairing forts east of the Alleghany mountains. 

2. For improving harbors and rivers east of the Allegha- 
nies, designating the amount appropriated to eacl: harbor 
and river. 

3. For erecting and repairing light-houses and forts in of 
near the Gulf of Mexico. ‘Pa 

4. For improving harbors and for building and repairing 
| forts and light-houses on the lakes, designating the amount 
appropriated for such purposes to each lake. : 

5. For improving harbors and the navigation of rivers 
west of the Alleghanies, designating the amount appropri- 
ated to each river and harbor. 

6. For the purpose of erecting and repairing forts west of 
the Alleghany mountains. 

Resolved, That if one fifth of the amount of any appro- 
priation heretofore made for any of the foregoing purposes 
remains unexpended, the Secretary of the Treasury 
the amount thus unexpended. 


Mr. McCLERNAND submitted the following 
resolution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be '9- 
structed to inquire into and report upon the expediency of 
|| ceding the public lands lying within the States of Alabama, 
|| Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Mich- 
| igan, Ohio, and Indiana, to said States respectively, upo” 
‘| such terms as shall be deemed equitable between said 
\| Btates and the Governwent of the United States. 
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Mr. HOGE offered the following resolution; 
which lies over one day: . ; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House, at as early a day as practica- 


OTe amount of lead collected and received by the Gov- 
ernment as rent, from the establishment of its agency at the 
jead nines of the Upper Mississippi down to the year 1835; 
and the number of salaries or compensation respectively 

id to each of the officers or other persons employed at 
thagaid agency, and engaged in the collection and safe- 
keeping of said rent lead; and all other contingent ex- 
penses of said agency during the period aforesaid. 

2, The amount of rent lead received by the Government 
from the year 1835 to the present time, particularly distin- 
guishing the amounts received since the appointment of the 
present superintendent of the Jead mines ; also, the number 

nd vames of the persons at present in the employment of 
the Government as agents, clerks, surveyors, or otherwise, 
at the said superintendency ; and the respective salaries or 
compensation paid to each; and other contingent expense 
growing out of said agency, and the fund out of which the 
same are discharged. 

4. The number of leases granted by the present superin- 
tendent since his appointment to office, and the quantity of 
land contained in each ; also, the number, as nearly as may 
be ascertained from iuformation in the possession of the 
Department. of persons engaged in mining and farming upon 
the reserved lands of the Government on the upper Missis- 
sippi; also, the instructions of the Department to the pres- 
ent superintendent, and expenses of any correspondence 
beiween the said superintendent; and copies of any corre- 
spondence between the said superintendentand the Depart- 
ment, upon the subject of the mineral lands of the Gevern- 
ment; and any other information in the possession of the 
Department in relation to the same. 


Mr. WENT WORTH introduced the following 
resolution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if in his opinion 
not inconsistent with the public interest, copies of all cor- 
respondence With any foreign Government relative to the 
occupancy, title, discovery, and boundaries of Oregon Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by 
law, for the coinage of one dollar gold pieces at the United 
States Mint and its branches; and that they-report by bill 
or otherwise. 


Mr. FICKLIN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request- 
ed, at his earliest convenience, to lay before this House a 
report of the number of acres of unsold land in the Pales- 
tine, Vinceanes, and Shawneetown land districts, and also 
the length of time any portion of said Jands has been in 
market in each district. And, also, that he lay before this 
House a report of the number of acres of unsold lands lying 
in the Kaskaskia and Vandalia land districts, on the Kas- 
kaskia river ; and that he state the length of time that land 
has been offered for sale in each of said land districts. And 
also, that he give such information as he may have relative 
to the susceptibility of the improvement of the great Wa- 
bash river, from Terre Haute (the termination of the Wa- 
bash and Erie Canal) to its junction with the Ohio river. 


Mr. BELSER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the furnaces of the House of Represent- 
atives be placed in charge of the Doorkeeper, and that he 
be authorized to appoint the necessary superintendents and 
firemen, with the sanction of the Speaker, at not exceeding 
the pay now allowed to the messengers of the House for 
their services. 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following reso- 


lution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, as far as in his 
judgment the same may be done without prejudice to the 
public interest, any information in his possession relative 
to the claims of the citizens of the United States upon the 
Republic of Mexico; copies of such correspondence as may 


have been had in reference to the same; and his views in | 


regard to the adjustment and liquidation of said claims. 


Mr. McCONNELL submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of raising the line of tri- 
weekly hacks from Montgomery, Alabama, via Witumpka, 
Rochford, Talladega, and Jeffersonville, thence to Rome, 
in Georgia, to four-horse post coachés ; and changing said 
route so as to go by Jefferson, in the county of Cherokee, 
Alabama, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


_Mr. BOWER submitted the following resolu- 
ton; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reviving the law 
authorizing the issue of scrip upon Virginia land warrants, 
and of authorizing the reception of such scrip, and all other 
scrip issued by the United States, in lieu of, or in payment 
for, lands or jand claims; to be received in payinent for 


lands subject to pri i ‘ zi 
tal Be ject to private entry in all land offices in the Uni 


_ Mr. BOWLIN offered the following resolu- 
tons; which lie over under the rule: 


1. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is 
hereby, requested to cause to be laid before the House the 

























late report of the engineer employed in the survey of the 


St. Louis harbor at his earliest convenience, together with 


his estimates of the possible amount necessary for its per- | 


manent improvement. 


2. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is | 


hereby, requested to cause to be laid before this House 


the amount of the separate estimates for the improvement, | 


first, of the Ohio river below the talis; secondly, for the 
improvement of the Mississippi river; thirdly, for the im- 
provement of the Arkansas river ; fourthly, for the improve- 
ment of the Missouri river; separating the general esti- 
mates for these objects so as to inform the House of the 
particular estimates of each. 


Mr. CROSS offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of makingan appro- | 
priation to complete the survey and demarkation of the | 
boundary line between the United States and the Govern- | 
ment of Mexico and Texas, to the south, in accordance | 


with the provisions of the third article of the treaty of am- 
ity, settlement, and himits, conciuded between the United 
States and the King of Spain, in the year 18t7, and subse 
quently recognized and admitted by said Government of 
Mexico and Texas; and of authorizing the President to 
employ officers of the corps of topographical engineers to 
execute said survey. 


Mr. McCLELLAND submitted the following; 
which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to re- 
port to this House the present condition of the public works 
at Monroe, Michigan ; the sums heretofore expended there- 


on; the amount necessary to complete the same; and all | 


the information he may have in relation thereto. 


Mr. LYON offered the following; which was 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making appropriations, at 
the present session of Congress, tor the construction of har- 
bors at the mouth of the Kalamazoo river, at the mouth of 
Grand river, and at New Buffalo, at the month of the Galien 
river, all in the State of Michigan, and on the eastern shore 
of Lake Michigan. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. JAMESON, in pursuance of notice given, 


_and on leave granted, introduced a bill making an 


appropriation for the pay of horses lost by the 
Missouri volunteers in the Florida war. 

Also, a bill to repeal so much of the act ap- 
proved 23d August, 1842, as requires the second 
regiment of dragoons to be converted into a regi- 
ment of riflemen, after the 4th of March, 1843; 
both of which were read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PAYNE, in pursuance of notice given, and 
on leave granted, introduced a bill to repeal the 
laws distributing the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands among the States; which was read 


twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


Mr. HUGHES, pursuant to notice heretofore | 


given, asked leave to introduce a bill to organize 
a territorial government in the Territory of Ore- 
gon; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, on leave, and in pur- 
suance of notice previously given, introduced a 
bill to grant preémption rights to actual settlers 
on the lands acquired by treaty from the Miami 
Indians; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave, introduced a 
bill to make Chicago, State of Illinois, a port of 
entry; which passed a second reading, and was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, on Mr. 
W.’s motion. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 





Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that he | 


should, on to-morrow, ask leave to bring ina bill 


granting a donation of land for the completion of | 


the Illinois and Michigan canal. 
Mr. GIDDINGS gave notice that he should 


hereafter ask leave to introduce a bill, the title of 


which was not read. 
On motion of Mr. SANFORD, the memorial 


of Jacob Bigelow, attorney in fact of all the heirs | 


of Frangois Cazot, together with the report of 
Virgil ilasey: Solicitor of the Treasury, on the 
subject, made to the Senate in December, 1836, 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ELECTION OF POSTMASTER. 


Mr. HUNT, of Michigan, submitted a resolu- | 
tion that the House now proceed to execute the |, 
order of the House directing the election this day || 
of a Postmaster of the House; on which he moved || 
hi 


the previous question. 


| | 
| 
| 
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Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 





ADAMS, BARNARD, M. BROWN, and others 


The SPEAKER decided that, as resolutions 


were in order from the States, the gentleman from 


Michigan had the right to offer this resolution, 


and that it would only require a majority vote. 


Mr. ADAMS contended that a majority vote 


could not change the order of business under a 


suspension of the rules, and he appealed from the 


decision of the Speaker; and on his appeal he 


called for the yeas and nays. 

After some observations by Messrs. LEWIS 
DAVIS of Indiana, BELSER, and BARNARD 
the vote was taken on the appeal; and the decis- 
ion of the Chair was decided to Le the judgment 
of the House—yeas 114, nays 58. 

On seconding the call fir the previous ques- 
tion, tellers were demanded; and Messra. C. 


Jounson and Thomasson were appointed by the 


Chair. 

The tellers announced that eighty-five had 
voted in the affirmative; and the main question 
was then put, (being on the adoption of the res- 
olution,) and decided in the affirmative. 

The following nominations were then made: 

Mr. C. JOHNSON nominated D. R. McNair. 

Mr. BURKE nominated H. H. Sylvester 

Mr. DUNLAP nominated J. M. Johnson, 

Mr. CROSS nominated W. J. McCormick. 

Mr. LYON nominated P. H. Brown. 

The SPEAKER appointed the following gen- 
tlemen to take the number of votes given to each, 
and report the same to the House: Messrs. C. 
Jounson, Burke, and Dunvapr. 

The House having proceeded to the vote viva 


voce, and the roll having been called over, Mr. 


C. Jounson, on the part of the tellers, reported 
the following as the result: whole number of votes 


given, 189; necessary to a choice, 95; of which— 


| 
| 
} 


William J. McCormick received.......cc.eecceeees 84 
By GE nar ae odes op ok deeeneurdecennaach tease 
Rie he PERE ds otst.934ydb caves ba apen dase <eneas 44 
Bie Bie EON is tans ton. 00eeeequnnnenahhen aceses il 
ADCORBT VY GRUNG oc so a:0.0660 cavers oe avant Gain a cae 
Ba: Bs OO isd inca:6-0:nteydisaenes eer ee weanent 5 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For William J. Mc Cormick—Mesers. Adams, Ashe, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Beardsley, Belser, Edward J. Black, James 
A. Black, Blackwell, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burt, Campbell, Carroli, Reuben Chapman, Chilton, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Coles, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, Garrett 
Davis, Dicbard D. Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickin- 
son, Elmer, Fish. Florence, Foot, Giddings, Gilmer, Willis 
Green, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Holmes, Hudson, Wash- 
ington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. 
Johnson, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Lewis, Me[lvaine, 
Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, Newton, 


| Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Rameey, 
| Charles M. Reed, David 8 Refd, Rhett, Rodney, Rogers, 


Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Simpson, 
Slidell, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, White, and Winthrop. 

For J. M. Johnson—Messrs. Benton, Bower, Jacob Brink- 
erhoff, Cary, Catlin, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Cullom, 
Dana, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Douglas, Dromgoole, Dun- 


| lap, Ellis, Farlee, Byram Green, Hamlin, Haralson, Her- 


rick, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Lucas, Lumpkin, MeCau Jen, MeClernand, Me- 


| Connell, Mathews, Moore, Joseph Morris, Payne, Emery 


|| D. Potter, Reife, Russell, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, 


| Robert Smith, John Stewart, Stiles, Sykes, Taylor, Whea- 


ton, Joseph A. Wright, and Mr. Speaker. 

dor D. R. McNair—Messrs. Bidiack, James Black, Bos- 
sier, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buffington, Caldwell, John W. Davis, Duncan, 
Ficklin, Foster, French, Frick, Hays, Henley, Hoge, 
James B. Hunt. Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, Kennedy, Labranche, McClernand, McDowell ,Owen, 
Parmenter, Pettit, Almon HU. Read, Ritter, St. John, John 
T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Stone, Thompson, 
a Weller, Wentworth, Williams, Wilkins, and 

ost. 

For H. H. Sylvester—Messrs. Anderson, Burke, Dilling- 
ham. Hale, Hungerford, Preston King, Leonard, Norris, 
Rathbun, Reding, and Stetson. 

For R. H. Brown—Mr. Lyon. 


No person having received a majority of the 


| whole-number of votes given, there was no elec- 
‘tion; and the Speaker directed a second vote to 


be taken. 
The roll having been again called over, the tellers 


_ reported the following as the result: whole num- 


ber of votes given, 191; necessary to a choice, 96; 


' of which— 
William J. McCormick received.......ccesseeseess 10 
J. M. Jolinson....... Covdeagcens 6006 ebed-cotdee sets 
D. R. McNair ........ CRS Seedcevnceccdeds oes pieestae 
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The following ie the vote in detail: 


For William J. MeCormick—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Belser, Edward J. Black, James A. Black, 
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Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burt, Campbell, Carroll, | Baker, who was wounded in the late war; which was re- 
Chilton, Clingman, Coles, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, Gar- || ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


rett Davis, Deverry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Fish, Flor- 
ence, Poot, Giddings, Gilmer, Willis Green, Grider, Hardin, 
Harper, Holmes, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. In- 

ersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, 
Kirkparrick, Lewis, Melivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, 
Morse, Moseley, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, Eli- 
sia RK. Potter, David 8. Reid, Rhett, Rodney, Rogers, Sam- 
ple, Schenck, Severance, Siuopson, Slidell, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Stiles, Thom- 
asson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, White, 
Winthrop, and Underwood. 

For J. M. Johnson—Messrs. Beardsley, Benton, Black- 
well, Bossier, Bower, Jacob Brinkerhotf, Caldwell, Cary, 


Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, | 


Culiom, Dana, Daniel, JohnW. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dil- 
lingham, Douglas, Dromgoole, Danlap, Ellis, Eimer, Far- 
lee, Byram Green, Hate, Hamlin, Haralson, Herrick, Hous- 
ton, Hubbell, Hungerford, Andrew Johuson, George W. 
Jones, Kennedy, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, 
MeClernand, McConnell, McDowell, Mathews, Moore, 
Joseph Morris, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Reding, 
Relfe, Russell, Saunders, ‘Thomas H? Seymour, Simons, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stetson, John Stewart, 
Byvkes, Taylor, Tibbatts, Wheaton, Williams, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Mr. Speaker. 

For D. R. Me Nair—Messrs. Anderson, Bidlack, James 
Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Wil- 
liam J. Brown, Buffington, Clinton, Richard D. Davis, 
Dunean, Ficklin, Foster, French, Frick, Hammett, Hays, 
Henley, Hoge, Hughes, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 


soll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Preston King, Labranche, || 


MeCleliand, Nes, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Almon H. 
Read, Charles M. Reed. Ritter, St. John, David L. Sey- 


mour, John T. Smith, Steenrod, Stone, Thompson, Weller, | 


Wentworth, Wilkins, and Yost. 


There still being no election, no person having || 


received a majority of all the votes given, a third 
vote was taken; when the tellers reported the fol- 
lowing as the result: whole number of votes 
given, 187; necessary to achoice, 94; of which— 


J. M. Johnson received ...... bands thenen ado eboces lee 
PID Bs PEGRPOUU no d645 450000 0080s ebeviese 70 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For J. M. Johnson—Messrs. Anderson, Beardsley, Bel- || 
Benton, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, || 


Ber, 
Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhaff, Aaron 
V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Cat- 








ling Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Clinton, | 


Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Da- 
vis, Dawson, Dean, Dillingham, Douglas, Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee, Ficklin, French, Byram 
Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Henley, Her- 
rick, Hoge, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James 
B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, An- 
drew Jotnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, 
Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCaus- 
len, MeCiernand, McConnell, McDowell, Mathews, Mvuore, 
Joseph Morris, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, 
Emery D. Potter, Almon H, Read, David 8. Reid, Reding, 
Relfe, Russell, St. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, 
Simons, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 


Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Sykes,Taylor, Thomp- | 
son, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, 


Wilkins, Joseph 4. Wrightyand Mr. Speaker. 

For William J. Mc Cormi*ie—Mexsre. Adams, Ashe, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Edward J. Black, Milton Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burt, Campbell, Carroll, Chilton, Clingmaf, Colla- 
mer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, 
Dickinson, Fish, Florence, Foot. Frick, Giddings, Gilmer, 


B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, Meflvaine, Marsh, Edward J. || ; 

|| Office be required to report to this House what cancella- 
Phenix, Elisha R. Potter, Ramsey, Charlies M. Reed, | 
Rhett, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Sever- | 


Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, 


ance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, White, Winthrop, and Woodward. 

For R. D. Mc Nair—Messrs. Bidlack, Brodhead, Buffing- 
ton, Foster, Hays, McClelland, Ritter, David L. Seymore, 
Jobn T. Smith, and Yost. 


So J. M. Johnson was declared to be duly 


elected Postmaster of the House of Representa- | 


tives. 
The House then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions presented to-day, were || 


hunded to the reporters by the members presenting them : 
By Mr. STONE: The petition of sundry citizens of Har- 
din county, Kentucky, praying to reduce the rates of post- 
age. 
“By Mr. THOMPSON : The petition of George W. Tripp, 
praving that a certain preémption right in the Columbus 
land district, Mississippi, may be confirmed to him; which 
was referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 
Mr. LEONARD took from the files of the Clerk the papers 
of Charles B, Childs for claims for services as first lieuten- 


Mr. TIBBATTS withdrew the papers filed in the Clerk’s 
| Office in’ relation to the making an appropriation for the pur= 
pose of purchasing additional ground at the military post at 


Newport, Kentucky, and for other purposes ; and the same i ] y 
the expenses of the Legislative A-sembly of the Territory 


were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. T’. filed the petition of the widow and administra- 
trix of Andrew Lewis, late an officer of the United States 
Army, praying to be reimbursed the cost and charges of a 
suit instituted against him for responsibility incurred by him 
in his official capacity ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of citizens of Bedford 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for a reduction of postage ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, January 5, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. DICKINSON wished to be allowed to 
change the vote which he had given yesterday 
upon the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. McDowe t,] on the subject of the tariff; 
having voted in the affirmative under a misap- 
prehension. Objection being made, however, 
| the request was withdrawn. 


| 
RESOLUTIONS. 
| 
| 


The call of the States and Territories for reso- 
lutions was then proceeded with. 


Mr. BOSSIER offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be requested to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from Shrevesport, Louisiana, via 


|| Wollow Shut, to the seat of justice in the parish of Bos- 


| sier, thence to Conway, in the State of Arkansas. 
The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. LEVY desired that the rules might be so 
| far suspended as to allow him to present several 
resolutions at the same time, (some of them be- 
ing resolutions of inquiry,) in order that the pro- 
ceedings to be founded thereon might be brought 
forward at an early day of the session. 

No objection being made, the following reso- 
lutions were then read: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


|| quested to inform the House under what arrangements the 


Indians at present in Florida remain there; whether any, 
and what, steps are in progress for their removal under the 
treaty of Payne’s Landing; whether any trading-houses 
have been established, or are contemplated to be estab- 
| lished, for their use ; whether any compensation is paid to 
| any one as Indian agent or commissioner in Florida; wheth- 
er any annuity or presents have been allowed to any of the 
Indians now in Florida, and what part of the public domain 
in Florida has been surrendered to the exclusive occupa- 
tion of said Indians, the area and boundaries thereof; and 
| whether said occupation is unconditional, or for a definite 


| period, and upon stipulated terms. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State cause to be col- 
lected and furnished to this House all the information which 
| can be procured by his Department respecting the cultiva- 


|| tion and diseases of the orange, and such other tropical 
Willis Green, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Holmes, Hudson, || 
Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley || 


fruits as are adapted to the climate and soil of the penin- 
sula of Florida. 
Resolved, ‘That the Commissioner of the General Land 


tions of permits, issued under the act tor the occupation of 
the Florida peninsula, have been ordered by him, the dates 
and other particulars of said permits, and the grounds upon 
which they were canceled. 

Resolved, further, That the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office be required to report to this House what reser 


dates at which the land officers of the appropriate districts 

were officially informed of said reservations. 

. Resolved, That the Military Committee be instructed to 

inquire what further legislation is necessary to enable the 

accounting officers to apply the appropriations made on the 
| 22d day of August, 1842, for arrearages due for supplies fur- 
' nished to militia in the service of the United States. 


| vations of public lands in Florida have been made, and the 
} 
| 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di- 


ant in the Tampa war ; and they wereyeferred to the Com- 


mittee of Claims. 
Also, the petition of John B. Whiteman, for Congress to 


adopt his invention for frontier defense ; which was referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


By Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois: The petition of D. W. Hop- | 


kins and one hundred and eighteen others, citizens of St. | 
Clair and Randolph counties, praying that the mail route | 


from Belleville to Fayetteville may be extended to Sparta, || 


in Randolph county ; which was referred to the Commitee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, the memorial of one hundred and thirty-three citi- 
- zens Of Iilingis, praying au increase of the pension of Isaac 





rected to inquire into the expediency of an immediate occu- 
| pation of Key Westand the Dry Tortugas military and naval 
| stations; and to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be directed to 
examine into the propriety of providing for the indemnity 
of the owners of private property destroyed at Micanopy, 


Florida, in 1836, by order of the officer then in command | 


at that post, to prevent it from falling into the possession of 
the enemy. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be direct- 
ed to examine into the expediency of reporting a bill making 
the necessary provision for placing the naval station at 
Pensacola in a condition to be useful as a navy-yard on the 
Atlantic coast. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill providing such mail facilities as may be 

| necessary and proper for the accommodation of the settlers 
upon the peninsula of Florida. 


Mr. PHCENIX said he was not in his place 
when the State of New York was called, and he 
now desired the privilege of offering a resolution; 
' but it was objected to. 


L GLOBE. 





Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, offered the fo). 
| lowing resolutton; which was agreed to: 


1 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasur 


( : y be directeg 
| to inform this House whether the annual 


; ; sy Appropriation 
which was made at the last session of Congress to defray 


| of Wisconsin has been transmitted ; aud if not, the reason 

why it was withbeld from the sald Legislative Assempjy 
| 2. That he communicate to this House the amount which 
| bas been paid, and the names of the persons to whom such 
| payments have been made, under the act of the 29¢y of 
| August, 1842, entitled ** An act to provide for the sett. 
ment of certain accounts for the support of government in 
| the ‘Territory of Wisconsin,” &c. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, 
| resolutions: 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directeg 
| to inform this House whether the sum of $4,000, due Jere. 


| miah Smith, jr., according to the stipulations of the late Sae 
| and Fox treaty, have been paid to him; and if not, the req. 


offered the following 


sons-why payment has been withheld; and whether any 
| further action will be necessary on the part of Congress (it 
having already appropriated the said sum) to enable said 
| Smith to obtain his money. 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be jn. 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing ay 
| additional judicial district in the Territory of Iowa; and 
that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab. 
| lishing the following mail routes in the Territory of Iowa: 
From Keosauqua, Van Buren county, via the county seat 

of Davis county, to the county seat of Appenoose county; 
| from Fairfield, Jefferson county, via the county seats of 
| Wappello and Kishkekosh counties, to the western bound- 
ary line of the new purchase; from Washington, via the 


| county seats of Keokuk and Mahaska counties, to the 
western boundary line of the late purchase ; from Fairfield, 
via the ** Colony” and [owaville, to the county seat of Davis 


county; from Dubuque, via “* Garry Owen,’ (Irish: settle- 
ment,) Lodgen’s Ford, on the Maquokita, and Thorn’s mill, 
on the Wapsepinecon, to Bloomington. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice of his in- 
tention to introduce a bill directing the President 
of the United States to cause the lands heretofore 
reserved in the Territories of lowa and Wiscon- 
sin, and the State of Illinois, on account of their 
supposed mineral character, to be sold. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James Anderson, 
of Des Moines county, Iowa, who settled on the 
sixteenth section. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, gave notice that 
he would ask leave, on to-morrow, or on some 
subsequent day, to introduce bills for the con- 
struction of harbors at the towns of Racine and 
Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin; anda 
light-house at Southport, in said Territory. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition, 
numerously signed, praying Congress to pass a 
law for the sale of the lands heretofore reserved 
as mineral lands. 

| Also, the petition of Thomas R. Brasher and 
Henry Bequette, citizens of Dubuque county, 





lowa, praying that they may be allowed to pur- 
chase, respectively, the quarter sections upon 
which they settled in 1835, prior to the survey of 
the country, and now have in cultivation, on the 
sixteenth section; both of which were referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. PHGENIX presented a memorial, and 
moved its reference to the Committee on Com- 
merce; which was so referred. 


RIGHT OF PETITION. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that the House 
suspend the rules, for the purpose of resolving 
itself into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY submitted that the motion 
was not in order, as the motion of his colleague 
to reconsider the vote on rejecting the resolution 
to make Tuesday next the order of the day for 

| the report of the Committee on Rules ought to 
| have the preference, it being a privileged ques- 
tion. 
| 


The SPEAKER observed that the motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {[Mr. C. J. ly 
GERSOLL,} was for the suspension of the rules; 

| and therefore, if adopted, would suspend the very 
rules under which the motion of the gentleman _ 
from New York was a privileged question. 

Mr. ADAMS protested against the decision of 
the Speaker, and appealed from it, on the ground 
that the question of reconsideration was a priv- 
ileged question. Besides, it was the understand- 
| ing of the House, that when the a of re- 
| consideration was laid aside to allow the recep- 
_ tion of resolutions from the States, it should come 
| up when that business was disposed of. 
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The SPEAKER repeated that the proposition | Mr. ADAMS then called for the yeas and nays 


> 
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of the gentleman from Pennsylvania was for a | on his motion. 
suspension of the rules, and, as such, a suspen- \* Mr. C, JOHNSON inguired if that motion 


sion of the very rules which made the motion for || would not require a two-third vote? 


reconsideration a privileged question. I] 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the rules had al- |! 
ready been suspended, for the reception of the 
motion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Cart) DEAKER did not understand that the 
rules were suspended for the purpose of receiving || 
a privileged question. No such motion would | 
have been necessary. : 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the motion was 
received undera suspension of the rules; and there 
was a distinct understanding that the question | 
should be taken immediately after concluding the | 
call on the States for resolutions. It would, there- | 
fore, be a breach of faith not to take up the mo- 
tion, now, (turning to Mr. Incersoxy with much 
excitement of manner.) Mr. A. repeated that 
the going into committee before disposing of the 
motion, would be a breach of faith; and, as the | 
reporter understood, charged Mr. Incersout with | 
a breach of faith, in pressing his motion. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. As to these breaches | 
of faith, I fing them back with the contempt that | 
belongs to them, into that gentleman’s teeth, I 
am as little given to breaches of faith as he is. || 
I will have him to understand thatif any man in || 


The SPEAKER here called to order. 

Mr. ADAMS. I shall not call the gentleman to | 
order. | care too littke about him to mind anything || 
he can say. | 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. Thatisavery con- || 
venient way of sneaking out of a scrape. | 

Mr. ADAMS, (with much temper.) I defy the || 
gentleman+-I defy him. * 

The reply of Mr. Incersoit was lost to the 
reporter, amidst the cries of order that followed. | 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the motion || 
for reconsideration on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS objected that the motion was not | 
in order, as the motion to lay the motion for re- 
consideration on the table was made and decided 
when the question was last up, and was the last || 
action of the House on the subject. 

The SPEAKER, on referring back to the Jour- 
nals, and ascertaining that the fact stated by Mr. 
Apams was correct, decided that the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee was not in order, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then called for the yeas 
and nays on the question of reconsideration, | 
which were ordered; and, the question being taken 
resulted—yeas 102, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Barringer, Barnard, Beard- | 
sley, Benton, Edward J. Black, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buttington, Cary, 
Carroll, Catlin, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, 
Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, | 
Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, Dunean, Dunlap, Ellis, 
Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, Frick, Giddings, Willis Green, | 
Byram Green, Grider, Hamlin, Hammett, Hardin, Harper, 
Herrick, Hoge, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington 
Hunt, James B. Hunt. Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, 
Perley B. Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Leonard, | 
MeCauslen, McClelland, McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, | 
Mathews, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Mose- 
ley, Nes, Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, 


faith, he is the man. | 
| 
| 





Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Rainsey, Rathbun, | | 


Charles M. Reed, Rodney, Rogers, St. John, Sample, 
Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David 
L. Seymour, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, An- 
drew Stewart, John Stewart, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Van- 
meter, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, Win- 
throp, and Joseph A. Wright—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Belser, Bidlack, James Black, James A. 
Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, | 
Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, 
Coles, Cullom, Daniel, Douglas, Dromgoole, Farlee, Fick- 
lin, Foster, French, Gilmer, Hale, Haralson, ‘Henley, 
Holmes, Houston, Hughes, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Pres- 
ton King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche. Lewis, Lucas, Lump- 
kin, MeClernand, McConnell, McKay, Murphy, Newton, 
Norris, Payne, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Rus- | 
sell, Saunders, Simpson, Stidell, Thomas Smith, Robert | 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Went- 
worth, Woodward, and Yost—78._—_- 


Mr. ADAMS inquired if the neport of the se- 
ct committee was not now before the House, in 


consequence of the vote just taken? 


The SPEAKER replied, that the motion of the || 


gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] to | 





make the report of the committee the special or- | 
der of the day for Tuesday next, was now before for the 


the House. 


' ileged question. 


_and denied that this motion required a two-third 


| men seemed to mistake a privileged question, and 
| that it occasioned compulsory action; but this he | 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. ADAMS did not understand that a two- 
third vote would be necessary. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked if the motion was 
debatable? 

Mr. ADAMS said he was making an inquiry. 

The SPEAKER said the motion of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, to make the report of 
the select committee a special order for Tuesday | 
next, was a motion to take a subject from its 
regular course; and, therefore, would require a 
two-third vote. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he had a motion to 
make in connection with this subject. , 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if it was debatable? 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said he was not debating 
the question; he was merely making a state- | 
ment. 

Mr. ADAMS said he wished to know if it was 
debatable by the gentleman from Virginia? be- 
cause, if so, he should ask for the same right. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE repeated that he was not 
debating the question; but he was simply stating 
that if this subject was not made a special order, 
it would lie on the Speaker’s table, and come up 
in its order; but if it were taken out of its regu- 
lar order, it would necessarily require a vote of 
two thirds. Now, he had not had time to exam- 
ine the report of the committee; and he wished 
to move that it be recommitted to the select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if such a motion would 


| not bring the whole subject before the House for 


its present action? 

Mr. WHITE acknowledged that the decision 
of the Speaker was correct in the main; but still 
he wished to call the attention of the Speaker 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked if it was debatable ? 

Mr. WHITE insisted that it was a privileged 

uestion. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called the gentleman from 
Kentucky to order. 

Mr. WHITE denied that he was out of order. 





| He then went on to contend that the report of the 


Committee on Rules was always treated as a priv- 
But what privilege was there, 
he asked, in a privileged question, if it were to be | 
bound down by the ordinary rules, which were 
only in existence until this committee could re- 
port, and their report could be acted upon by the 
House? He expressed his views at some length, 


vote. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE replied that some gentle- | 


denied. He, however, proceeded to the point 


' which he had in view when he first rose; and he |! 


sideration. 


of the last Congress as one of the rules of this | 


| was the old 2lst rule on the subject of abolition | 
| petitions, 


| that rule had been omitted from the report which | 


| for the motion of the gentleman from Virginia to || 


! 
Georgia, read the rule to which he referred. It | 
| 


|| now said that he hoped the report would be sent || 
| back to the committee, that it might havea recon- 


sideration by a full attendance of the committee. | 
He was not at liberty to say what had been the | 
action of the committee, but he understood that | 
committee had reported very material alterations 
and omissions, and he wished the whole commit- 
tee to have this matter recommitted for its recon- | 


Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, said he should vote 


recommit; but he desired to amend the motion, if || 
he were in order in doing so, for the purpose of | 
bringing the House to a test on the question, which i 
was all-important to the southern portion of this |; 
country. He proposed to amend the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia by the addition of in- | 
structions to the committee to report the 25th rule | 


House. 
The Clerk, at the request of the gentleman from 


Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, said he understood | 





_ ply to the gentleman from Virginia. 
|| expected reproof from that quarter, 


| Twenty-Seventh Congress. 
| the majority of that House, if they were dis- 
| posed to adopt a set of rules which did not com- 


109 


mediate cause of some of the difficulties which 
now presented themselves. On a former occa- 
sion he voted in favor of this rale, under a mis- 
apprehension of its language and its purport, and 
hence, probably, he had been named as a mem- 
ber of this committee-for the Speaker doubtless 
appointed committees with a reference to their 
views and opinions; and for the purpose of re- 


lieving the House and the Chair, he wished to 
| intimate that it was his intention to ask to be re- 


lieved from service on that Committee, that the 
Speaker might appoint the committee in accord- 
ance with the views of the House. 

Mr. GILMER rose toa question of order. He 
contended that the report of the select committee 


| on rules was no more a privileged question than 
_ the report of any other committee. 


; If in this he 
was right, the subject was improperly before the 
House, and the motion of the gentleman from 


| Virginia, (Mr. Dromcooce,] and the amendment 


of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Biack,] 
were both out of order, He regretted that there 


| was so much excitement in relation to this sub- 
ject at this time. 


He had been two years a mem- 
ber of this House, and he never before heard the 
language of defiance so boldly used as it had been 
this day. He hoped this report would take its 
proper place on the Speaker’s table; and when it 
came up in order, the motion and its amendments 
would be in order. 

Mr. BLACK desired to say a few words in re- 
He had not 


Mr. GILMER said he had not the gentleman 
from Georgia in his mind when he spoke. He 
was alluding to gentlemen upon the other side. 

Mr. BLACK said he certainly meant, in his re- 


_ marks upon the motion before the House, to defy 


some persons. He meant to defy the majority 
of the Committee on the Rules, if they were dis- 
posed to report to the House such a set of rules 
as did not correspond entirely to the rules of the 
He meant to defy 


prise all those of the Twenty-Seventh Congress. 
He repeated that defiance now; and when it was 
urged upon him to keep cool, he would only re- 
ply that his constituents at home would be ill- 
satisfied with him, and they would be perfectly 
right, if he were to keep cool when their privi- 
leges were invaded. 


Mr. CARROLL called the gentleman to order. 


| He asked whether it was in order to bid defiance 
| to a committee of the House? 


Mr. BLACK said he did not mean to be out of 
order, nor would he embarrass the House or the 
Chair. If he was out of order, the Speaker 
would set him right, and he would endeavor to 
go onin order. He intended merely to ask for 
the yeas and nays upon the motion; and in doing 
so, he desired to say that if he were to exhibit 
that certain degree of coolness which was recom- 
mended by the gentleman from Virginia—a cool- 
ness prompted, perhaps, by peculiar delicacy— 
however acceptable he might render himself to 
certain gentlemen upon that floor, he was very 
certain that his conduct would not be acceptable 
to his constituents, Gentlemen, if they thought 
proper, might treat the matter as a question of 
policy as contradistinguished from principle. 
They might, if they thought proper, give to 
questions of policy the priority; but as for him- 
self, he would never succomb to the dictation of 
any one upon such a subject. If he could be so 
lost to his sense of duty to his constituents, he 
should believe that he ought to forfeit, and he 
knew that he would forfeit, all title to their con- 
fidence and consideration. If, when it is pro- 
posed by a majority of the Committee on Rules 
to report to the House a set of rules to govern 
the Federal legislation of the country, which 
would permit Abolitionists and incendiaries to 
come to that House, and insult him and his con- 
stituents—if, in such case, he were to remain 
cool and quiet, he should deem himself unworthy 
to represent the interests of his constituency. 

Mr. GILMER asked if the gentleman alluded 


had been made to the House; it was useless to | to him in the remarks which he had made. 


mince the matter; and, for the purpose of testing | 


the sense of the House, he moved the instructions || 
which he had stated; and on that motion he called || 


eas and nays. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, said he was the im- 








Mr. BLACK said he was not alluding to the 
gentleman from Virginia at all; but was saying, 
for hirnself, that he would never be cool while his 
constituents were liable to be assailed by incen- 
diaries and Abolitionists. What he meant to 













_._ 


say wes, that he would never permit any mere || Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL asked if the Chair had |} 
question of policy to deter him from a plain and |, decided this to be a privileged question? } 


palpable decision of this question. He would 


approach it with the same fearless determination, | 


and upon the same inflexible principle of right 


with which he would approach all other great || 


questions upon which the country wss divided, 
and express his opinion openly and above-beard. 
He would come forward in defiance of their pol- 
icy, and demand a just and impartial settlement 
of the question, 

He had voted to reconsider the vote of the 
House, which had emasculated the report of the 
Committee on Rules, because he wanted every 
man to put his handwriting upon the wall. He 
wanted to affix his own handwriting; nor would 


»? 


he bind himself with any man, or set of men, to 


follow a certain course of policy, irrespective of | 


principle. Talk to him about Whigs or Demo- 
crats when the question of abolition came up in 
that House! When that great vital question came 
up, talk to him about the policy of Whigs or the 
policy of Democrats! He val a policy on the 
question; he had aduty to perform; and that was, 
to do what was right, regardless of policy. He 


would not detain the House longer at present. | 
When the question should again come up, he || 
a vote of two thirds to take the subject up out of 


would take occasion to express his views upon 
it, provided he could get the floor. 
now, that the House would adopt the amendment 
which he had proposed, to instruct the Commit- 
tee on Rules to report to the House that rule by 
which Abolitionists would be deterred from in- 
truding upon them their incendiary doctrines, the 
effect and operation of which were most damna- 
ble. He desired the vote to be recorded by yeas 
and nays; and he relied confidently upon a Demo- 
cratic majority to sustain his motion 


Mr. GILMER said there appeared to be some | 


misapprehension in regard to the question which 
was ito be reconsidered. If he understood it, it 


He hoped | 


tion for making the report of the committee the | 


special order for a future day. 


The SPEAKER remarked that the proposition | 


for making it the order of the day was not pre- 
sented at the time when reports were called for. 
A motion was then made to lay the report upon 


the table, which was refused; and it was a vote | 


upon that motion which it was now moved to | 


reconsider; and a motion to recommit, with in- 
structions, would be perfectly in order. 


Mr. HOUSTON said he thought it was cer- | 
tainly very apparent to the House that the ques- | 


tion upon the merits of the report was not now || 
|| Charles M. Reed, Rodney, Rogers, St. Jolin, Sample, 


properly before the House to be debated. It was 


perfectly useless, he conceived, to debate a ques- | 


tion which was not now to be decided by the 
House. The proposition was merely to recom- 
mit the report with instructions. Suppose the 
debate were to take the range given to it by the 
gentleman from Georgia: what would be the re- 
sult?) They might discuss it for weeks, day after 
day, and, after all, they would merely vote on 
the proposition to recommit; and the report would 
come up at some future day, and they would 
have as much debate on it as at first. 


useless consumption of time. He was willing, 


t was a | 


The SPEAKER replied that he had not. = ® 

Mr. THOMPSON desired to know what would 
be the effect of laying the question on the table, 
and what it would carry with it? 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion to lay | 
on the table included the whole subject. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY desired to know if a ma- 
jority could take the subject up again, at any | 
ume, provided it was laid on the table now? 

The SPEAKER said that a majority could not 
take it up out of its regular order. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY then desired to know at | 
what time the subject would probably be reached | 
in its regular order? 

Mr. C. JOHNSON objected to any further | 
arguments by the way of interrogatories. 

Mr. HARALSON ed the indulgence of the 
Chair, to ask one question necessary to his un- 
derstanding the effect of the vote he was about to 
give. In case the motion to lay on the table pre- | 
vailed, he desired to know whether it would carry | 
the whole subject with it; and if so, whether it 
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determined as well in the ordinary way of bys. 
ness, on the consideration of the rules, as by, 
recommitment with instructions. Were the rules 
again reported without the 2lst rule, it would jp. 
volve the decision of the question of restoring jt. 
and were they reported with it, it would involye 
the decision of the question of abolishing it. One 
word in regard to the position in which many 

entlemen find themselves placed, and certainly 
in which he himself was placed. He did not wis) 
to have his views on this important subject mis. 
taken, nor his votes misconstrued, by giving them 


on mere collateral issues. He should, therefore, 





vote against this 2st rule; because he believed 
the right of petition to be a constitutional one 
not dependent on the judgment of any member 
of the House, or any other body. 

When this House declared, in advance, that it 


| would not receive petitions of a certain class, it 
|| prejudged the matter, and came in conflict with a 
|| constitutional right. 


He knew that any action 
on these petitions must proceed from the votes of 
a majority; and therefore it was inferred that, 
majority could decide against them in advance, 


would require a vote of two thirds to take it up || But if a constitutional right could be taken away 


hereafter ? 


The SPEAKER replied that it would require 


its order. 
The question was then taken, and resulted— | 
yeas 78, nays 106; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Barringer, Bidlack, James Black, 
James A. Black, Bossier, Bowlin, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Reu- 


| ben Chapman, Augustus A.:Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, 








when the question came up, that all those gentle- | 
men who had kept their wrath bottled up for the 


occasion, should then pour it forth. He was pre- 


pared to hear it, from whatever side of the House | 


it might come. He was also prepared to vote on 
the question to recommit, and he desired to know 
from the Chair what would be the effect of the 
previous question upon the proposition now pend- 
ing—whether it would not, cut off the motion of 
the gentleman from Georgia? 


The SPEAKER aaid that that motion would | Now, he was opposed both to the recommitment 


be unquestionably cut off if the previous ques- 
tion were sustained. 

Mr. HOUSTON then moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. WHITE observed that the previous ques- 
tion would bring the House to a direct vote upon 
the report. 

Mr.CLINGMAN desired toaddress the House; 
but the motion for the previous question being 
pressed, after some further discussion as to the 
effect of that motion, 

Mr. HENLEY moved to lay the whole subject 


upon the table. 


Upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- | 


manded. 


| decided in the House; and there was, therefore, 
| no use in a recommitment. 


| any gentleman could produce impressions in that | 


or retard the business before the House. 


i 





| L. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stet- 


| of the previous question ? 


| structions of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 


Cullom, Daniel, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Dickinson, Doug- 
las, Dromgoole, French, Gilmer, Hammett, Haralson, Hen- | 
ley, Houston, Hughes, Jameson, Cave Jolmson, Andrew | 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, Labranche, | 
Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClernand, McConnell, Mc- | 
Dowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Murphy, New | 
ton, Norris, Payne, Pratt, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, | 

| 


| Rhett, Ritter, Russell, Saunders, Simpson, Slidell, John T. 


: 4 i| . i 7 i s i . P 8 tts 
was the question on laying on the table the mo- || Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, 


Stiles, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Weller, Wentworth, and Yost—78. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Beardsley, Belser, 
Benton, Edward J. Black, Jacob Brinkethoff, Brodhead, | 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Cary, Car- | 
roll, Catlin, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, John Ww. Davis, Dean, 
Dickey, Dillingham, Duncan, Duniap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, 
Ficklin, Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, Frick, Giddings, 
Willis Green, Byram Green, Grider, Hamlin, Hardin, Har- 
per, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Ken- 
nedy, Daniel P.King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, MeCaus- 
len, McClelland, Meclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, 
Morse, Moseley, Nes, Owen, Patterson, Peyton, Phenix, 
Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Ramsey, Rathbun, 


Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David 


son, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Sykes, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, 
Wilkins, Winthrop, Woodward, and Wright—72. 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. | 

The question recurred on seconding the pre- | 
vious peed when 

Mr. RHETT inquired what would be the effect 





The SPEAKER replied, that the effect would 


be to bring the House to a direct vote on the in- | 


Buack,] and the motion to recommit of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoote.] 

The question on seconding the previous ques- 
tion was then taken by tellers, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 60, noes 65. 

Mr. HAMLIN observed that the question now 
before the House was on the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromcoote] to re- 
commit these rules with instructions, as moved 
- the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Biack.] 


} 


} 
} 
| 
| 


and instructions, for the reason that the real ques- 
tion involved, which was the retention or rejec- 
tion of what was called the 2lst rule, must be 


The time had gone | 
by, if it ever existed, when the galvanic starts of | 


Hall; and he, for one, should vote on every ques- | 
tion according to the dictates of his judgment. | 
He should vote against the motion to recommit 
and the instructions, because it would eee 
e | 
true question before them was, whether they were | 
to adopt or reject the Qlst rule, which excluded 
abolition petitions. Now, that question could be 


in the judgment of a majority on this question, 
the same thing might be done on any other ques. 
tion. He was in favor of rejecting the 21st rule, 
and in favor of receiving all the petitions that 
may be offered ; and he was for referring them 
to a committee consisting of members in favor of 
the objects embraced in them. Let this commit- 
tee report to.us what are the duties we owe—not 
to the South, but to the Union, the whole Union, 
and nothing but the Union. *Then it will be seen 
if we do not come up to the mark—ay, sir, and 
will stand by the Union and those institutions 
reared by the wisdom of our fathers, and cement- 
ed by their blood. We will stand by it, at the 
expense of our own lives and the desolation of 
our firesides. All we ask, then, is, that our 
friends of the South will not mistake us—that 
they will not subject us to misconstruction on 
mere collateral issues. Give us but an opportu- 
nity to spread upon your Journals the obliga- 
tions we owe to the Constitution—the obligations 
we owe to our fathers and ourselves to perpetu- 
ate the ne conferred by the glorious Con- 
stitution they have bequeathed us. Then it will 
be seen how we shall perform our duty, not to 
the South, but to the whole Union. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY observed that the select 
committee appointed to consider and report on 
a set of rules and regulations for the government 
of the procceedings of the House, had agreed on 
a report which was then before them. Thatcom- 
mittee, with the exception of one or two gentle- 
men, who were absent—— 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a question of or- 
der. Did he understand the gentleman as allud- 
ing to the absence of members of the committee? 
' Mr. BEARDSLEY replied that he had stated 
that a majority of the committee were present, 
and that though one or two were absent, they 
doubtless had good reasons for it. Did he under- 
stand the gentleman as calling him to order ? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that, if the gentleman 
insisted upon it, he did call him to order. It was 
out of order for a gentleman to allude to the ab- 
sence of members of a committee. 

The SPEAKER also intimated that the gentle- 
man from New York was not in order. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said he did not intend to 
cast any reflection on any gentleman. He then 
went on to express his views at great length; @ 
report of which will be published hereafter. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, after a few preliminary ob- 
servations, said that he was opposed to the 2st 
rule, and in favor of receiving all these petitions; 
and should, therefore, vote against that rule. He 
believed the right of petition to be a constitutional 
right, and that the most injurious consequences 
had resulted from restraining it. He had, for 
some time past, been of the opinion that there had 
been much mismanagement on this subject, so far 
as southern interests were concerned, and that @ 
change of policy had now become necessary. To 
show the unconstitutionality of any restriction on 
the right of petition, he would just refer to the 
case of the District of Columbia. He apprehend- 
ed nobody would deny that the citizens of this 
District had the constitutional right to petition 
Congress on this subject; but this rule preven 
them from doing so. 


ome of his southern friends 
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’ —— SSeS ee = — ae al 
had taken the ground that in this country there || ask of the North no more than what was right; ) APPROPRIATIONS FOR GOVERNMENT. 
. was no such thing as the right of petition, because || and that was, to stand by the Constitution. They | Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, submitted 
bh the people, being sovereigns, had a right to in- |, had no right to object to the reception and refer- | the following resolution; which, he said, if adopt- 
. struct, instead of petitioning their servants, Now, || ence of these petitions. They should not, by | ed, shotild be adopted speedily, before the com- 
it; he should like to know what sovereign rights the | theit course, pea those nn ere already t00 || mittee had reported the appropriation bills. By 
. people of this District had? They could notelecta |; much excited on the subject. | r. C., in conclu- | adopting the resolution; there would be a surplus 
, member of Congress, nor vote for a President, nor | sion, deprecated the excitement which designing | instead of a deficit in the Treasury at the end of 
: exercise any other right of sovereignty. All that | persons, both at the North and at the South, had |) the year: 
y was left them was the right of petition, which this || endeavored to create on this subject, and gave it fl 2 eeieel Pees ths Committee of Ways and Means be 
y 91st rule restricted. He was, however, told that) as his opinion that the best way to allay it was to | instructed so to limit the appropriations for the support of 
: the people of the District did not desire the legis- || receive the petitions, and let them take the ordi- |, Government for the next fiseal year as not to exceed the 
f lation of Congress on the subject. But this did || nary course. | || Amount appropriated by the last Congress for the year 1643. 
; pot alter the question; for, whether the people de- || Mr. DUNCAN expressed the desire to make | Objections were made to its reception. 
‘ ire to petition or not, Congress had no power to | a few remarks on the subject, and moved that the Mr. ST EWART, of Pennsylvania, moved a 
. take away the right from them. ; | House adjourn$ which motion was carried with- || Suspension of the rules for the purpose of getting 
: In regard to the manner of treating these peti- out a division; and | in his resolution; and on this he asked for the 
. tions, he agreed with “ te New | The House adjourned. en and mye” ail ‘9 
; York, (Mr. BEARDSLEY, that thoug ongress || = ' deninhittinntas Hi he yeas and nays were not ordered; and the 
it . . 
bound to receive them, and give them a re- | adie | motion to suspend was not adopted—two thirds 
: spectfal hearing, they were by no means bound HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | not voting for the motion. 
. to grant the prayers contained in area nee Sarurpay, January 6, 1844. | RIGHT OF PETITION. 
of had the right to reject ag Denver nongh a Mr. HOUSTON rose, when the Journal of || The unfinished business of yesterday was the 
a to receive the ee oi aa ae gue LD | yesterday was read, to correct an erroneous re- || motion in relation to the report of the select com- 
e, in which the reas es th Teal ne | port of a question which he yesterday asked the || mittee on the rules of the House, which was 
'y England it woe a an ra Speaker, and of the Speaker’s answer thereto, || pending at the adjournment yesterday; on which 
ny, there always plan at f hi ; , || so that both himself and the Speaker might stand | the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] was en- 
§- But a. Wee onan , re penietn yr right before the people; and he was understood || titled to the floor. 
e, friends, that, ae wa ng ; es a = to say that his motion for the previous question Mr. T. SMITH offered an amendment to the 
at acres snes ea eee had |, W788 for the purpose of cutting off debate, and not | amendment, as follows: ’ 
ma panes ee - . thei ‘pelo > Were | (as would appear from the Globe’s report) to get || petitions, memorials, resolutions, and other papers, pray- 
of nee i . if the, it omeemaneeih ae | rid of the proposition to recommit the report with || ing the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
cy sumed to itself the right to judge what was the | istructions. | amd ‘Tereteories of tha’ Uneod Seaton tn winiat te sernatenn 
. grievance and what was not, it would destroy the || CONTESTED ELECTION. || Shall all be received and laid upon the table, or referred, as 
’ right of petition, for the petitioners themselves Mr. NEWTON seinlid peso additions) || the House may direct, without debate, ne 
a - ay j ir || ed eae . | Mr. DUNCAN did not think it in order, or 
id must have the right to judge of and state their || testimony in the case of the contested election of | a eee fe tg 
wn rievances. That being done, Congress, after |) yy. Jones, of Virginia; which was referred to || prepers for any gentleman to offer an amendment 
: iret 4 meena They tad the Commitee of Electigne. | “The SPEAKER replied that the amendment 
| mbraced in it wa > i rf S 3 
. ® right to reject the ea but, at all eg NOTICES OF BILLS. || had been read for the information of the House. 
they were bound to give ghe petition a respectful Mr. FICKLIN gave notice that he would, on ||. Mr. DUNCAN rn he 9 bettie we sone 
at hearing. He did not believe that the reception || Monday next, or some day thereafter, ask leave | ee anaes to pions rimself right be ave shan 
mn and reference of abolition petitions would ever do || to introduce a bill granting a portion of the pub- || Wom he had the honor a repre rae ne eee 
a any harm to the South. * Until there should bea || }ic Jands in the Palestine, Vincennes, and Shaw- | the American people; and he would first o sch he 
a- majority of the House favorable to the prayers |) neetown land districts, for the improvement of || thats a mw cree netorn the onenen =e he 
- of such petitions, he did not care how many || the Wabash and Ohio rivers. |) was meen idate for a seat in ne poeets ¢ re- 
i, came in; and when there should be such a ma- He also gave notice that he would, on Monday || °¢!¥ed & communication from * eee menetts 
a jority, every one must see that their first action | next, or some day thereafter, ask leave to intro- || CO"taining interrogatories, to a 1 he responded. 
ill on this subject would be followed up by a dis- || duce a bill granting a portion of the unsold public || In that ck RN, he deprecate waren as an evil 
to solution of the Union, He had, however, no || Jands in the Vandalia and Kaskaskia land dis- | 1" the abstract; and he deprecated it 2 prey 
such apprehensions, He took it for granted that |/ tricts, for the improvement of the navigation of || S°¥ere terms, as not only an evil ee ’ ldet an 
ct ts kasard the exiosenne of the Union for theoske || oe masensleis river: Maa the eee honlis oak Paani seine 
= of abolishing a ener ia this sag ccc BILL INTRODUCED. || of his position, to the state and condition of the 
~ He believed that the course taken by gentlemen Mr. WELLER, pursuant to notice heretofore || States in which slavery existed. But, in that 
. of the South on this subject had given the Abo- || given, obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend || Same communication, he also deprecated modern 
‘4 litionists great advantage over them. : and continue in force the act for the incorpora- || abolition; and he said explicitly that Congress 
Look at the votes here in favor of the right of || tion of the city of Washington. It was read | had no power to legislate on that subject, nor to 
r- petition. Did gentlemen believe that those who || twice, and referred to the Committee for the Dis- || grant the prayer of their petitions. He subse- 
4. voted in this way were Abolitionists? For his || trict of Columbia. | quently found that that portion of the response 
5) part, he had no reason to believe that there was | which denounced slavery was extensively pub- 
4 an Abolitionist on that floor. After expressing JUVENILE OFFENDERS. | lished in many of the newspapers of this country; 
: his approbation of the remarks of the gentlemen Mr. THOMASSON remarked that business for || but that part in which he denounced modern abo- 
- from New York and Maine, {Messrs. Bearps- || a friend had caused him to visit the penitentiary || lition was not published—why, he knew not; but ‘ 
7 Ley and Hamuin,] he declared his wish to have |! since his arrival in the city, and that he had seen || hence the public mind had received the impras- i 
this subject brought to a direct vote in the House, || two youths there, as convicts, whom he thought || sion that he was an Abolitionist, and he was 3 
“I in order to see who were for preserving the com- || too young to be in such an establishment; that a || happy now to have the opportunity to set himself fj 
promises in the Constitution, and who wereagainst || newspaper of yesterday announced the arrest of || right. ; a ki z 
be them. He believed that a majority of the North || two other boys, for stealing lace of the value of | However, in relation to the rule which is now Bs, 
siood on the same grounds with thegentlemen || ten dollars, and selling it to a woman for twenty- | the subject of debate, he was always opposed to * 
"3 from New York and Maine; and he therefore had || five cents. This, by the laws of his State, and, || it- He held the right of petition to be a sacred 4 
no fears of legislating onit. The course hitherto || he supposed, by the laws of the District, was || right anda constitutional right; and further, he 4 
to pursued mE snathoes gentlemen was calculated to || grand larceny, and would subject the offenders to | held that the petitioners were the proper judges if 
a put their riends in the North in a delicate and || confinement in the penitentiary. He esteemed | of the subjects on which they should petition. 4 
4 dangerous position at home which they could |) such punishment cruel to persons of their age and || It was not an unfrequent circumstance that peti- - 
not sustain; and, as it was of no manner of ad- || discretion; for their conduct in selling exhibits a ] tions were presented asking for the action of x 
be vantage to the South, he hoped they would recede || lack of capacity; and he was unwilling to see | Congress on subjects over which Congress had ¥ 
st from it. It was known that the South stood in || persons so young cut off from society forever, as || 0 authority, and praying for privileges which a 
a; 2 Ponition somewhat delicate in reference to our || they inevitably would be, if made the associates Congress had no power to grant—no constitu- * 
le oreign relations. England, who had abolished | of men hardened in crime. He desired to see || tional power to grant; and yet it was the prac- & 
al slavery in her West India Islands, was seeking || everywhere, but especially in the District, a house || tice of the House to receive such petitions, to re- 3 
a to interfere with the institution in other countries, of refuge and correction, where juvenile offenders fer them, and to report upon them, leaving the fe 
i though she had several millions of slaves in her || could be placed, that, by force of precept and ex- || petitioners to judge of the propriety of petitioning - 
di East India possessions. He had no reliance on || ample, they may be reformed and restored to so- || upon them. He could not, however, go the ae 
ie the sincerity of the British Government. ciety, and thus consummate the paramount object || length to which the gentleman from New York s 
a Mr. HOLMES asked if the gentleman would || of all criminal law, viz: the reformation of the || [Mr. Bearps.ey} went yesterday. When speak- a 
a ime him to give mm. 8 pipes of information? || offender. He therefore moved the following res- || Ing of the power of Congress over the District a 
i Mr. C. assenting, and yielding the floor for that || olution: of Columbia, the gentleman should not have a 
i purpose, Mr. H. said he had learned from unques- Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- || Spoken in the manner in which he did speak. a 
- ioned authority, that the British Colonial Gov- |! bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency and pro- || When —_ spoke of the power of Congress, they Be 
is ernment of Madras had, by an order in council || priety of providing, by jaw, for the punishment of youthful | must speak with reference to the constitutional a 
2 of last May, taken steps to liberate their Exist offend rs other than by confinement in the penitentiary. power of Congress, and the purposes for which - 
od India slaves. The resolution was objected to; and therefore || it was conferred on the Federal Government; and - 
is Mr. CLINGMAN thought the Sputh oughtto || was not received. he would ask what this Government had to do é 
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of this Union? Congress could exercise no pow- 
ers at all except such as were surrendered to it; 
and he would not admit that to the Fedemal Gov- 
ernment was surrendered the control over the 
slaves; and it would be to transcend the power 
of Congress to make the attempt. Over this lit- 
tle State—for the District of Columbia was a 
State in every sense of the word—Congress had 
exclusive jurisdiction, but it had no powers that 
were not warranted by the States that made the 
cession, or by the Constitution itself. And was 
there a State in this Union whose Legislature 
(and he admitted that Congress had as much 

ower over this District asa State Legislature 
ad over the States by which they were created) 
would attempt to exercise its power over the in- 
stitution of slavery, unless in obedience to the 
voice of a majority of the people of that State? 
And the time for Congress to act on this subject 
would be when the people of this District them- 
selves petitioned for the abolition of slavery. 
When they expressed that wish, then he be- 
lieved Congress could act upon it, and not be- 
fore. 

Hence it is, that I am opposed to the rule, be- | 
cause it prohibits the citizens of this District from 
petitioning Congress for the abolition of slavery | 
within the District. The rule not only prohibits | 
the people of the States of this Union—who, | | 
acknowledge, have no right to do so—from pe- 
titioning Congress for the abolition of slavery | 
within the District of Columbia, but it also pro- 
hibits the people of the District, who have an | 
undoubted, an indisputable right. It belongs to 
them especially and exclusively to control the 
affairs of the District; and no State has the right 
to interfere with them. So completely distinct 
and separate do I regard the sovereignty and in- 
sependeune of the States to be, that, in my opin- 
ion, there would be as much propriety in the 
citizens of Ohio petitioning the Autocrat of Rus- 
sia for the abolition of slavery in that country, as | 
in petitioning Congress for the abolition of sla- 
very within the District of Columbia. So com- 
plete is that independence, that no one State has, 
or ought to have, any control whatever over the | 


institutions of another, or any right to interfere || 


with the institutions of another. I remember, | 
when | wasa youth, I was taught that * six days 
shalt thou labor, and do all that thou hast to do; | 
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God. In itthou shalt do no manner of work— 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle;’? | 
which means, I suppose, that we are not to work | 
our oxen, our horses, or mules. Well, now, sup- 
pose the people of Virginia should petition the 
Legislature of Ohioto prevent them from working 
their horses, oxen, and mules on the Sabbath: 
there would be as much propriety in this as for 
the people of Ohio to petition Congress for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
The one would not be a greater interference with 
the domestic institutions of an independent State 
than the other. I do not intend to class negroes 


with oxen and mules, however; I merely men- | 
tion this for the purpose of illustration. At the | 


same time, all my feelings are against slavery, as 
much so as any man’s can be; but I deny the 
right of the people of other States and Territo- 
ries to interfere with the institutions of any par- 
ticular State or Territory. I deny the right of 
Congress to exercise any power as regards this 
District, except such as the majority of the peo- 
ple of the District may approve; that is the ground 
upon which I press the question. But a question 
may arise as to the policy of the thing; whether 


it be politic to permit other States to have any- | 


thing to say in the matter; and I say, in regard 


to this, that if it be politic in one instance, it will 


be in every other. If it be politic to interfere 
with slavery in the District of Columbia, it will 


be equally so to interfere with that question in all || 


the States of the Union. 
| ask gentlemen, then, who look upon the sub- 


ject in an interested point of view, whether they | 
would be willing to see three million slaves set | 
loose in this country—filled as they are with hos- | 


tile and revengeful feelings—without the means 
of supporting themselves? No, sir; they would 


not like to see it; they would never consent to | 


any such thing. As the gentleman from New 
York justly remarked the other day, it would be 


TED-0OR 


with the abolition of slavery in the different States '| not only impolitic, but dangerous. It would en- 














| danger the existence of the Union. And I ask | make no difference at all, what will six thousand 

the philanthropists in this House whether it | years make? If, after three hundred years, his 
would not place the unfortunate negro in a posi- 
tion ten thousand times worse than the present ? 
We would have to guard our houses at night, 
as we should be without confidence in their in- 
tegrity. We would be compelled to treat them 
as beastsof prey. Turn them loose upon society 
with all the feelings that prompt in them a spirit 
of revenge ! 
would be the greatest infliction that was ever suf- 
fered by any community. It would be so great 
an injury as to amount to the complete destruc- 
tion of the country. That would’be the effect of | 
it. But again, | ask, what are you going to do 
with them? Supposing the prayers of these pe- 
titions to be granted: how are they to maintain 
themselves? For that they are inferior to the 
whites, no one can deny; they are inferior, both in 
their mental and in their physical qualities—as 
| inférior as the orang-outang isto them. What, 
then, are you going to do with them, admitting 

that the prayers of the petitions are granted, and 

admitting that this abolition spirit be spread far 

and wide throughout the country, and that Con- 

gress has the power to emancipate every negro 


Why, it would be monstrous; it 


in the United States? Whatare you going to do 
with them? Are you going to colonize them? 
Examine the condition of the African race, at this 
time, in their owncountry. Isit better than that 


of the slaves here? I doubt it. When was the | 


time, and where has been the place, where they 


have maintained themselves, for any length of | 
time, independent antl free? Show me the time | 


and place when and where they have maintained 
a free government, unprotected by white men. | 


know not where. Why, sir, when Africa was | 


conquered by the Roman arms, and when the 
Christian religion was carried into that country, 
if | have read history correctly, (or rather if the 
history I have read be correct,) there were some- 
thing like five hundred Christian meeting-houses 
established upon the-African soil. So long as the 
Roman standard floated above them, so long they 
stood; but the very moment that the Roman 
power was withdrawn, that moment the Africans 
were again barbarians. 

And here let me remark another curious fact— 
that there is no spot on the face of the earth but 
Africa, where the Christian religion, being once 

lanted, has nottaken root. There it cannot exist. 
It never has, and in all probability it never will 
exist there. I do not undertake to assign any 
reason for this, or to explain the origin of that 


race; it is said we are all of the same family—that | 
we are all descended from Adam and Eve. Asto | 
this, I do not know, but when we ask those who | 
contend for this doctrine, what it is that consti- 


tutes the difference between the negro and the 
white man in external appearance as well as in 


intellect, we are told it is climate, soil, usages, | 


customs, and manners. That a very marked and 
palpable difference does exist, no one can doubt. 


It is about three hundred years since the slavery | 
of the African race was commenced by the Por- 
tuguese. Africans were then introduced into Eu- 
rope, and subsequently into America. The same 
biblical history which impresses upon the ‘mind | 
of the philanthropist that the negro is of the same | 
race as the white man, tells us that the world is 
six thousand years old. But three hundred years 


have elapsed since the introduction of slavery. 


For three hundred years, then, the African has 
been under the protection of European laws; yet, 

' with all the advantages of European protection, 
E@esepean 

habits, customs, and manners, the African—the 
direct descendant of the first African ever intro- 
duced into Europe, if he can be found—will be 
found to have a skin as black, a nose as flat, and | 
shins as crooked, as they were when he was first | 


and the benefit of European climate, o 


enslaved. [A laugh.} 


Well, sir, about the same time the Portuguese 
established colonies on the coast of Africa, under 
the same sun which is supposed to turn Africans 
black, treading the same sands, and those colo- 
nies have continued there from that time to the 
present; and yet the Portuguese colonist is pre- 
cisely the same man he was when he first emi- 
grated to Africa. Now, I ask the gentleman from 
|, Massachusetts, and the gentleman from Ohio, (my e} 4 
|| colleague,) to calculate, (and they may work it | opposed, in a political sense, knowing 
‘out by any rule they please,) if the benefit of a |! that would result to the country generally. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| tinued agitation upon this subject, which was 
|| growing to be alarming. We have seen the slave. 
|, holders of the South and the Abolitionists of the 
| North,(orthe representatives of the Abolitionists,) 
| creating what has been facetiously termed quits 
| a “tempest in a teapot.’”? We have heard them 
| declaring ** war to the knife, and the knife to the 
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, foot be as flat, and the effluvia from his bod as 
| strong, what difference will six thousand year, 
| make? If any man on the face of the earth is 
| capable of answering this on principles of mora) 
reasoning, I would like to hear him. If any may 
is capable of doing it, the gentleman from Mag. 
sachusetts is; and the next time he rises to defend 
| the black population, and to place them on a foot. 
ing of equality with American citizens, entitled tg 
all the benefit of our laws, I hope he will give ug 
a full explanation upon this point. 
We have seen in 1838, 1839, and 1840, a cop. 


_hilt;’’ dissolution of the Union, and all that son 
| of thing. But we have been taught, at length, to 
|| look upon this abolition question as a political 
| hobby; and we have seen this hobby ridden upon 
| its bare, galled back, and spurred until it was 
_ jaded almost to death. 
What has been the result of these violent con. 
| tests? Notwithstanding the threats of each part 
| to the other—notwithstanding all this, in 1840, 
| we saw an amalgamation of the slaveholders of 
| the South and the Abolitionists of the North, re 
gardless of their terrific threats to shed each oth- 
er’s blood—we saw them united to overthrow the 
|| Democratic candidate in the presidential election, 
| The Democratic Legislature of Ohio had passed 
|| what they considered an excellent law to prohibit 
|| the concealment of negroes within the State. The 
'| election of 1840 followed, and we thought we de- 
| served at least some credit with the slaveholdi 
| interest for that act. We thought that the slave- 
|| holders should have united with the Democratic 
|| party in support of the Démocratic candidate. But 
i} 
‘| what were we told by some of those who were 
|| most active inthe campaign? We were told, “we 
| care nothing about your law, your influence, or 
|| your protection; we are able to protect our own 
|| property.’’ That was the response. 
| Sir, 1 am induced to regard the whole question 
of abolition, whether here or elsewhere, asa mis- 
| erable, contemptible hobby, too frequently intro- 

|| duced here for the purpose of making capital at 
|, home, by southern and northern gentlemen, Talk 
|| about dissolving the Union! Why, does any man 
suppose, because a few individuals in this coun- 
try (and a very few indeed, compared with the 
great mass of the population) were desirous of 
abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia, 
becauge they cannot have their wishes gratified, 
that the Union is to be dissolved? Sir, the Union 
does not stand on so slight a foundation. There 
is something more to keep together this Union, 
which, as has been well remarked, was purchased 
by the blood of patriots. It has higher objects 
to hold it together. All we have to dv to preserve 
the Union,*is to keep every government in ils 
orbit; all we have to do is to preserve the sover 
eignty and independence of the several States— 
that sovereignty and independence which the 
Constitution secures to them. All we have to do 
in our legislative capacity, is to act in conformity 
with that sovereignty and independence, and to 
maintain the power which the Constitution has 
conferred upon us. That is all. That is the daty 
which we owe to ourselves, to our constituents, 
and to the country. It is a duty imposed upon 
us by the oath which we have taken to maintain 
the Constitution. No man can be so lost to his 
own sense of the duty which he owes the cout 
try, as to think, for a single moment, that the 
Union is in danger merely because a few individ 
uals desire that slavery should be abolished in 
the District of Columbia. 

Gentlemen of the South need not be so alarmed 
as the gentleman from Georgia appeared to be the 
other day; he may set his mind perfeetly at eas? 
respecting the designs of the people of the North 
and the West. The people of the South have 
little to fear from them. They are as much of 
posed to the abolition of as this Distrie 
| as the people of the South are. ‘They areas much 
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